ISSA NO HAIKU
—Enjoying Haiku—
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Nobuko T. Weeks

Hongwaniji Mission School
Hawaii, U.S.

With Kobayashi Issa’s haiku, students learn about seasonal awareness, the feelings of Japanese peo-
ple, feelings toward nature, compassion to animals, and expressions of loneliness, happiness, and
sadness. The lesson includes haiku recitation with pause, pictures of the haiku scenes with hiragana
writing, a biography of Issa, and the geography of Issa’s birth place, Nagano. The lesson casts
Nagano in a global perspective through discussion of the winter Olympics in 1998. It also features
origami, role-playing of haiku scenes, counters for birds and horses.

LANGUAGE OBJECTIVES
TARGET FUNCTIONS TARGET EXPRESSIONS TARGET VOCABULARY
% Expressing locations +00000000000000 +000000,176300, 00,
% Expressing a location with +000000000O0o0o004g, 199800, 000000,000
an event and the time of the goo017e30 0000000 ooooopooooooon
event 0,19980 000000000 ooo,od0o0,o00,0o00a,
% Counting birds and animals ooo0ooooooogg ooo00,000,00000
CULTURAL OBJECTIVES

To learn how to understand feelings and thoughts expressed in haiku
®To be aware of the seasonal sense in haiku
®To learn about “ma” (space/interval) in haiku and understand the rhythm for reading haiku
®To fold origami

OTHER OBJECTIVES

® To learn the biography of Issa

® To explore the geography of Nagano, the birthplace of Issa

® To learn about old Nagano as well as modern Nagano

® To enjoy rhythm of haiku by recitation

® To obtain a global perspective by using the Internet to find out about the winter Olympics held
in Nagano in 1998
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SELECTED LESSON PLANS

SOURCE MATERIALS

Lesson 1
Sumi-e (ink painting) samples

Lesson 2
Map of Japan
Flash cards
Internet-connected computers

Lesson 4

Origami
Instruction of folding suzume (Handout #1*)

PROCEDURE

LESSON 1: Introduction of Haiku

1.

Explanation of haiku (13 mins.)

1. The teacher explains the rules of haiku, gives a
brief history of haiku, and explains about the key
seasonal word and the correct way to read haiku
with “ma” (spaces/intervals) between the 5-7-5-
syllable phrases. The teacher introduces a haiku:
oooo0oooooobooooooooon.

2. The class divides into three groups, and each
group recites and memorizes one phrase. The
class practices several times with all three
phrases.

3. The teacher asks a volunteer to recite the phrase
for the group, then ask another volunteer to re-
cite all three phrases for points.

. Reading and writing hiragana (12 mins.)

The students write the haiku, with spaces between
three phrases, in hiragana in their notebooks. They
distinguish the three phrases of 5, 7 and 5 syllables
and recite the haiku again.

. Drawing a picture of the haiku from imagination

(15 mins.)

The teacher shows some examples of sumi-e (ink
painting), and explains about “ma” (space/inter-
val). The students then draw a picture based on the
haiku. If they cannot finish the project in class, they
must take it home for homework.

LESSON 2: Biography of Issa and Geography of

1.

Nagano

Presentation of Issa’s biography (7 mins.)

The teacher points to the location of Nagano on the
map. After giving information on Issa, the teacher
writes key sentences on the board:

H&DDDDDDDDDDDDDDD(ISSE{wasborn
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in Shinano, a town in north Nagano.)
000017630 000000000 (Issa was
born in 1763.)
+«+000000000D00O00(Shinano is in
Nagano.)
+000000000000000(Nagano is in
Honshu.)
+19980 0 0000000000000 DO0O0O0
(The winter Olympic Games were held in
Nagano in 1998.)

As the teacher presents flash cards, alternating the
subject nouns and place names, the students prac-
tice the sentences orally.

2. Review of the haiku (10 mins.)

Challenge for points: award points to the groups for
correct recitation.

3. Writing review (10 mins.)
Group competition: a representative from each
group writes the complete haiku on the board.
Neat, accurate writing earns five points.

4. Writing on the picture (10 mins.)
Each student writes the haiku neatly, with spaces
(“ma”) in his/her picture. The students turn in the
completed paper with writing.

5. Accessing a website (3 mins.)
The teacher directs students on how to get infor-
mation about the 1998 Nagano Olympics from the
Internet. The students earn extra credit for per-
forming this information search.

LESSON 3: Animals in Issa’s Haiku

1. Review of haiku recitation (5 mins.)

2. Other haiku by Issa (15 mins.)

The students write other haiku by Issa on the board.
The teacher explains their meanings and the stu-
dents try to find the seasonal key words.

+0J00b00000bOboooobbooooooo
+00000000DbO000bODbbOOOn
+00000000DbO000bODbbOOOn

3. Review of key sentences with teacher’s ques-
tions (10 mins.)

+00000000cbObOooooon
+00000000DbO00O0oOoboOOoo
+00000000Db0O00n
+00000000Db0O00n

4. Analyzing the haiku (10 mins.)



The teacher analyzes 00000000000000O
0000000, and asks the students to identify an-
imals in the haiku, saying: 0 00000000000O.
The teacher introduces the proper counters for spar-
rows (00O0O,00,000 ... and horsesl OO0,
goo,oooo.... ).

LESSON 4: Origami

1.

2.

4.

Folding origami (10 mins.)

The teacher informs the students of today’s activity,
origami folding, saying: 0000000000000
0, and asks the class helper to pass out the origami
paper. The students each select a color of origami,
saying: 00 00000000OOO. The class helper
reads out each color, saying: 00 000000000
0000, and the students respond with 00 and
hold up their origami paper. The teacher gives in-
structions on folding origami, using the following
vocabulary: 00 (up), 00 (down), 00D O (trian-
gle), D00 (fold), 0000 (half), 0000 (center),
00 (wing).

Writing name on the back of a wing (5 mins.)
The class helper collects the finished origami
suzume, saying: 0000000 0. Each student re-
sponds with 00000 0.

Playing a game (10 mins.)
Haiku recitation game, with the teacher awarding
the origami suzume as point counters.

In pair work, each group gains one suzume if a
pair of students in the group recites the haiku cor-
rectly. In “one from the group,” if one student re-
cites the haiku perfectly, the group earns two
suzume. When a group earns a suzume point, the stu-
dents ask for the color they want by saying (0O O)
gopoooooo.

Counting the suzume (5 mins.)

ISSA NO HAIKU

Each group counts the suzume they won, using the
proper counters: 000, 00,000.

5. Collecting the suzume (5 min.)
The teacher and the class helper collect all the
suzume for grading, saying: 00000000. The
students respond with D00 O000O.

6. The class counts the suzume (5 mins.)

oob,00,000,000,b00,o0b0,oo0,
oo, ooog,oooo,oooooo, boo
oo,goobobg,0booooo,ooooo

LESSON 5: Role-playing

The class reviews the haiku and role-play with a
skit.

LESSON 6: Singing and Talking (Rap Style)

Review the biography of Issa and geography of
Nagano with handout #2. The students discuss the
Nagano Olympics and sing “Furusato (Handout
#3),” the theme song of the Nagano Olympics.

From the committee

By incorporating such elements as geography, his-
tory, traditional events, and plants, this is a cultur-
ally stimulating plan that gives children a glimpse
of various aspects of Japan. These themes could
be pursued even further through activities in which
the students compare Japanese culture with their
own. It would be interesting to extend the com-
parison of the concept of “ma” to include the Chi-
nese in addition to the Japanese and Westemn
perspectives.

Answers to question 1 of the worksheet on page 55

l.0002.0003.0000000017e30000000000 4.000
5000019980 000000000000 000000000O06e. 00O
zoooooooos zsoooooouoooos.ooooooouobooooooboooooo
o.ufobl.ooomooogn.... gooooooooooboooooo

©2000 THE JAPAN FORUM 3



ISSA NO HAIKU — HANDOUT #1

HOW TO FOLD SUZUME
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ISSA NO HAIKU — HANDOUT #2

WORK SHEET
® °

ooofgogogonon

1.Circle “00”or “O0 0 O ” Ifitis“0 O O ,” write the correct answer.

1. 0000b0o0oboooboooobo gooooo
2. 00b0o0oboboobooboba gooooo
.0o0ooieo0ooboooonogon gooooo
4. J00DbO0O0bO0oOobobOon gooooo
5.19970000000000bO0O0bDbOo0bboOonooDg gooooo
6. 00000 DOO0ODOODDO gooooo
7. 0000705070000000000 gooooo
. ipbuooboboooboobobon gooooo
0. J0b00b0b0O0bO0ObDbOoOobOoOobDbOon gooooo
l0.0000b0ob..0bo0oboboobooobobon gooooo

2.Fill in the missing hiragana and complete the haiku.

gopoonopd ggopopoooodd goopooopod

3. Write the names of the four islands in hiragana.

1. 00000000000 2000000000

3.00 00 00 4.00 00000000

4. Write Issa’s birth place in hiragana.

oo oo oo

5. Write Issa’s full name in hiragana.

googogopn ogogppo

Answers on page 3.
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ISSA NO HAIKU — HANDOUT #3

Nagano Olympic’s Closing Song
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