Activities

Activity 1: My Showcase

Objectives

» To learn to use expressions to show one’s ability through discussing
rental showcase stores.

» To make a presentation to share one’s own interests as well as learn about
others’ interests by setting up a showcase for display in a mock store.

» To become acquainted not only with rental showcase stores but also with
the town of Akihabara.

Expressions

» (Place) lcbh %7,

> V §BIENTELT,

> Bl BEEA LIV a—r—2 B, 95, o, Ans, 85,45

Learner level: Early beginner

Time Required: 90-100 mins., including preparation of displays

Materials: Takarabako, Worksheets

Procedure

Preparation
Copy the Takarabako feature article and column on rental showcase
stores as well as the activity worksheet for each student in the class.
Show the class a photograph of a rental showcase store and ask, “Z
A A
U, BT, MO BN TIH?” Have students discuss and give

their answers in pairs or groups.

As a new and unique marketing system, the rental showcase is gain-
ing popularity in Akihabara and other cities. Acrylic showcases can
be rented by anyone who wants to sell some sort of merchandise.

On the seventh floor of the Radio Kaikan just outside the Denki-
gai (Electronics District) exit of JR Akihabara station is the rental
showcase shop Volks, a long-established model manufacturer,
opened in 2001. This shop has some 800 rental showcases on display
filled with a tremendous variety of goods: figurines, trading cards,
antique toys, hand-made dolls, cameras, insect specimens, and so
forth. Each case rents for 2,000 to 5,000 yen per month, with prices
differing by size and location in the store. The renter of the box is free

to set the price of the goods sold in the showcase. In exchange for

Activity ideas by Arakawa Yohey, Associate Professor of Japanese, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies and Yoshida
Kayo, MA Candidate, Graduate School of Area and Cultural Studies, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies.

Explain to the class that the photograph is of a rental showcase

store.

Example

LY LY a— s —ROBIETY, BESAR, Blihosa—
2D ET, (RLTBEEAR) Y a—r —AIIF S b 0O% AN
$3. (RLTEESARIIFE A0 RO 3T, (2LTHE S
AE) ZRERDET, EroBE AL, ZhEHOET,

(This is a rental showcase store. Each customer rents a showcase
from the store. Then they stock the showcases with whatever
they choose. Then they put prices on the items they have cho-
sen to display. Then they sell the items. Other customers buy

items from the showcases.)

Check students” understanding of the above explanation by asking
them what people can do in this store. Have them answer by using
the sentence pattern “V §5Z¢5TEE§.”

Question

BRSIM LIy a—r—AO B R ET, MeTriLncE
£9 0

(A customer comes to a rental showcase store. What can he/she
do there?)

After the students have finished responding, summarize again

what people can do in a rental showcase store.

housing the case and marketing the merchandise, the shop receives
15 percent of any sale.

The appeal of the rental showcase is that it allows renters to op-
erate a miniature “shop” of their own at little cost. It is also a place
to put on public display articles one has collected from a personal in-
terest or hobby and can serve as a mini-gallery for hand-made items
as well. Shoppers in the store are attracted by the enjoyment of find-
ing, in the vast quantity of goods on display in the cases, items they

had long been searching for or that exactly suit their tastes.

Cooperation: Volks, Inc. Otakara Club “Yume no Kuni”
http://www.volks.co.jp/jp/volks/otakara/index_otakara.aspx

Reference:

http://www.designboom.com/snapshots/venice04/japan.html
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Hold a class exhibit of the showcases. Since distributing actual dis-
Example

va—r—REMVBILTEET, Sy a— -l MFEELO%
ABZLDTEET, S (HFEHLOO)E RO ZI LA TEE
T APEBLORIHIENTEET, AFEHLOENUIZENTE
7,

(People can rent a showcase from the store. They can stock the

play boxes to the entire class may be impractical, let the students
set up their displays in appropriate spaces instead. If the class is
small, have everyone take turns presenting their displays to the
class; if large, divide the students into two groups, one to present
and the other to be the onlookers, and have them switch roles
. . halfway through. Those assigned to looking can listen to presenta-
showcases with whatever they choose. They can put prices on . . . )
. . tions of whichever displays interest them. (See note 5.)
the items (that they have chosen to display). They can sell what

they want to sell. People can buy what they want to buy.) Notes

: 1. Collectors and enthusiasts who attain a certain level in their collecting
Have students read the column in Takarabako about rental showcase N . -
and/or expertise will typically go on to seek (or set up on their own)

stores in order to deepen their understanding. (See notes 1 and 2.) places for sharing and enjoying their interests with others. Rental show-

Mention to the class that Akihabara has not only rental showcase case stores provide one such meeting place. Students should understand
stores but many other shops for enthusiasts of various kinds, and that these stores are meant less for selling off unwanted items than for
then have them read the feature in Takarabako if time permitted. trading coveted items with people of similar interests and exhibiting
Next, assign the students the project of designing their own show- one’s hobbies to others.

cases to display their favorite things or activities. Have them list the = T sy el smdionie: Sl grewp dhaammiong on de advin

things they want to display in the Showcase box of the worksheet. tages and disadvantages of rental showcase store versus other types of
. stores such as retail shops, garage sales, and flea markets (use mixture
Students should attach photographs, cutouts of magazines and ad- ) i
. a1 . 1l . . . ¢ of Japanese and other languages if desirable).
vertisements, illustrations, simple explanations (mixture of Japa- 3. Insituations where setting up actual displays are difficult, students can

nese and other languages permissible), and the like to indicate what give oral presentations instead, using the photographs, magazine and

their showcases will look like. advertisement cutouts, and other visual materials they have attached to

Collect the worksheets and put them together into a pamphlet to the worksheets. Referring to the worksheets should prove useful to
be given to the students at the time the showcases are displayed (or, classes in which actual exhibits can be held as well, since comparing the
if not setting up actual displays, at the time of the oral presenta- Japanese vocabulary listed on paper to the actual objects displayed will

tions) so they can refer to it while looking at or hearing about what reinforce the link between the two and help students learn the words

others have done. (See notes 3 and 4.) even if they were previously unfamiliar.

4. The worksheets feature several set sentence patterns, so this will ac-

Example1 commodate even low-proficiency learners.
1) Theme: The Theater 5. During presentations, high proficiency learners can also be called upon
to practice additional objectives, for example expressions of giving and
2) Contents of the display: Ticket stubs for plays I have seen, .. s wte . .
i o i receiving or the topic of “gifts,” by using expressions to relate anecdotes
pamphlets, scripts of plays I have participated in, stage about their displays in response to such questions as “ &2 THWEL 7
photographs, etc. 72?” (Where did you buy this?) or “Z#Ucb50EL 7242 ?” (Who gave
3) Expressions to use this to you?) asked by the teacher or by other classmates.
AATE
blL Dy a—r—ADT—23HETT,
(The theme of my showcase is the theater.) Worksheet -
AAUE T {Zlﬁﬁ
DI LIFHHRADI E T,
(Ilike the theater.)
i AL [ [57—~]
Ya—r =0T, PR RY 7Ly bl AARBHNET,
(There are ticket stubs, pamphlets, and scripts in my showcase.) hFE760]
Example 2
1) Theme: My Sources of Ener,
) Y 8y [va—/r—2A]
2) Contents of display: CDs by my favorite artists, books I read
when I am discouraged, photographs with friends, etc.
3) Expressions to use
FA oz
DI LDy a—r—ADT—2EILADHETY,
(The theme of my showcase is “my sources of energy.” )
s £ 3
bl Lid, XD EXDADUFETT,
(I'like songs by X and books by X.) A |
b 1EA
Ta—r—ADHIZ, XOCD & XOARDBH £, cLa——ADFT—=ii. ( )T,
(There are CDs by X and books by X in my showcase.) 5
*bILI, ( )DUFE T,
Keypoint v a—r =20, ( )& ( )&
Students can either design their showcase around a specific theme, as in ( VD5, HDET,

example 1, or group several of their favorite things under a theme such

as “my sources of energy,” as in example 2.
@Worksheet may be downloaded at Takarabako website.
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Activi ty 2. Thin gs Chan ge Now let’s think about the history of your town,” ask the follow-

ing questions.

Obijectives
» To learn how to talk about the past by making presentations about the Questions
history of the Akihabara district. 1) %g ﬁ}iﬁ 1. g bi%@ﬁﬁ“c‘ﬁ‘ﬁlc
» To understand that urban areas have special characteristics and that (What kind of town is Akihabara now?)

those features differ according to the conditions of a country and its in-

2) W Bt figaLcs) @htoitcyn,

(What kind of town is [town where students live]?)

dustrial structure through learning about the characteristics of Akihabara

and its history.

» To study the history of students” own town and, while thinking about 3) E5LTTT D, % BHHET D,
how it might develop from now on, think about what they themselves (Why is that? What do we have here?)

might be doing from now on.

1) (£ H B0 KET 84 20 3ol o3 7,
(What kind of city is [big or well-known city in the students’

Key expressions
» VELZ/VTuE L,

> ~pi~cH D ET, country]?)

h/"f_f': . LE i R #ic .
> ~ARRT, ~7E o Fel, ~AR 5) EILTTE D, M23BDET D,
Learner level: Mid-beginner (Why is that? What does it have?)

Time: 30 mins. x 2 or 60 mins. x 1
Materials: Takarabako, Worksheets 1, 2

Keypoint
If useful, introduce “Kanda-Jinbocho, Town of Books” and “Ameyoko,
Procedure Shopping Town (Okachimachi).” (See note 1.) The reason for introduc-

Preparation ing Kanda-Jinbocho or Ameyoko here is to show students, by intro-

Download Worksheets 1 and 2 from Takarabako website and copy (RSTIGs LD (S 700 0 (30 el s Ry LI e s e

them for each student in the class. neighborhoods of each part of the city have their own character. It is also
helpful in getting students to notice how those shared characteristics

foster attachment to and pride in a community.
The teacher should read the English text of the “Basic Akiba Infor-

mation,” and ask the students several questions in Japanese, hav- Have the students return to their regular seating arrangements and

ing the students respond in Japanese as much as they can. distribute Worksheet 2, which gives questions about the history of

. the students” own town.
Examples of questions
Keypoint

HE 3 6 IR S 1o _
1) B HOA DM B)F T 2>, If the students’ Japanese ability is limited, it may be better to assign the
(Akihabara is in what ward in Tokyo?) worksheets to them in pairs or in groups.
bHE B o B
2) BEERUS WO DIEDIBDE T >,
(How many stores are there in Akihabara?)
HE 13 5 A
3) BKEERUT, EARIEDHET D,
(What kinds of stores are there in Akihabara? )

When they have finished filling out Worksheet 2, have them draw
pictures or paste photos in the empty space. It may also be a good
idea to have them draw or work on a large sheet of paper using
Worksheet 2 as a model. (See note 3.)

FwIA HEF I S

4) iz, BhdEliticy At btk s a5 v,
(What kinds of shops are recently numerous in Akihabara?)

Keypoint

The completed worksheets can be hung on the walls, used for individ-

5) iﬁ%%ﬁﬁ’%ﬁ%%%ﬁi“(\ ?ﬁ%"@‘fﬁ‘o ual presentations, or other opportunities for the students to transmit in-
(How many minutes does it take to get from Tokyo Station formation to others.
to Akihabara?) Note
’ (our] ajourwrex 9y} Aq SAINUI G) LLGRED 3 <[ IT1 (G “(S9mSy 1. Kanda-Jinbocho is a district where many large-scale and long-
pue spooS pajeas-swiue ur Surzijerads $a103s ‘591038 ]gﬂga;(é((] XSL‘Z;}(;;S a1eM}jOS established bookstores are clustered. With some 170 secondhand book-
ouwred 09pIA) H( LMl L =2 QI N [l iy L FE X eGP fild =L 5 22 WAAA stores, it is known as a book district that has frequent book sales and
Nl T—L(F ‘?1;13 ‘s;fed saguoxma[g ‘Lszg;ﬁ:luma [euosxsdﬂl‘]slaﬂgfm}[ddeA/;]((:?{;:noH) other festive events involving books. “Ameyoko” is a nickname of
ITWELE B AC Ase W B (€009 (2 /(1RPOATYD) 1YL (1 is1omsuy Ameya yokocho [Ameya Alley]. A long shopping street extending from
e T U the JR station at Tokyo’s Okachimachi (Taito-ku) toward Ueno station, it
After having the students read the “History of Akihabara” from is lined with more than 400 shops.

Takarabako, form them into groups of 3 or 4 members. Distribute 2. Learners interested in an unfamiliar place like Tokyo’s Akihabara may
Worksheet 1, which gives questions about the history of Akihabara, find great appeal in this story, but it may hold little fascination for others,
S making the class less absorbing for them. One strategy for dealing with

and have them consult as a goup and fill in the answers. The L L . : .
this situation is to make the activity involving the Basic Akiba Informa-

teacher should circulate through the classroom, giving advice to A s e el e e e e e AL e e

groups having trouble with the exercise. If some groups finish up changed over the years, turn to the students’ own town, getting them to

the worksheet early, have them help out the groups that are hav- think about how it has grown or change with the passage of time. Then,
ing trouble. focusing the subject on the students themselves, have them think about
When all the groups have finished, have them each present their how they are growing up in the future, making the theme something that
answers. feels close to home for them.

After saying, “We have just studied the history of Akihabara. ©Worksheets 1 and 2 may be downloaded at Takarabako website.
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