Activities

(Activity supervisor: Murano Ryoko, Professor, Gakushuin University)

All photos used in this activity may be downloaded from the TJF Photo Data
Bank. Search using the keyword: konbini, or convenience store.
TJF Photo Data Bank> http://databank.tjf.or.jp/intro_e.html

To gain basic information about Japanese konbini.

To gain an understanding of Japanese daily life from hints pro-
vided by the products and services available at Japanese konbini.
Compare and contrast with convenience stores in your own coun-
try, and consider the reasons for these similarities and differences.

To learn basic konbini-related terms and Japanese expressions
necessary in making comparisons and giving reasons as well as in
looking for products you want or asking where you can find them.

Two class periods

Topics of possible instruction

Vocabulary:
AVEZ BICED, BRAL), DADBD, SAFHK BT 73, v 7' —,
Iol

Function:
Beginners ~ » Asking if a product is sold in the store
(Product) 1 HHFE T D,
3, HHET,
» Asking where the product is located
(Product) 1 EZTY D,
(Place) Iz Y%7,
» Asking where to find a product not in the store
EXT I T0ET D
(Product) i3 (place) T 9> TWVET,
» Making comparisons
HAD ave=iz, (place) ® avE= Xb (adjective)
<Y,
AAo ave=icit (product) iE HHEEAD,
(product) i HHET,
EE3) (place) b, avE=iC (product) 2% HHET,

Intermediate » Giving reasons
(Reason) »56TT /Mo 72L BHVLET,

® Procedure

1. 291, AKIZEST, ETheonvenientab0% LiinLET, “Today,

we will discuss something that is convenient for Japanese.”

Write “2> £ =" on the board, and have students guess what it
means. Provide hints if necessary. (E.g., 73— F)LarEa2—% is ab-
breviated to »3V2¥; the £ sound is actually a “v”; the topic in
question is “convenient,” etc.) Once students come up with the cor-
rect answer, stir their curiosity about Japanese konbini by asking

them what convenience stores mean to them, and what they imag-

ine a Japanese konbini to be like.

2. Show konbini-related photos from Deai and The Way We Are and ask
students what the subjects are doing in these photos. Using Japa-

nese appropriate for students” Japanese language level, practice

and review.

Activity-1p

Photos: TJF Photo Data Bank

Possible student responses
PVbDz LT0ET,

DHLD%E ZHLATOET,
Xol% XATVET,
TNSA 2 LTOET,

Help students realize that konbini are an important part of Japa-

LEIVAZ BERTHET,
BILEDZ BENTVET,
BRALIZ IP0ELT,

nese high school students’ lives.

3. Briefly explain what kinds of products and services konbini offer,

and how products may change with the seasons. Show photos and
ask students to match them with the seasons. If possible have them
give a reason (e.g., KIZOIE D6, 5HTE, Z7UACR  RANLEIE
5. 12T, ).



ERFRNITEE

W ~ = £ i 2 =
A B Photos: TJF Photo Data Bank

BN

lllustrations: Maeda Sumiko
Key point

Students should look for hints in words on signs in the photos.

Have students respond in Japanese appropriate for their lan-
guage level. Teachers should provide additional explanations

about events and holidays in English.

{2301 Mother’s Day: A day celebrated on the second Sunday
of May to express gratitude to mothers. Many people give their
mothers carnations on this day. = Photo A

2 2% 2’7 —% Christmas cake: Christmas takes the form of a
popular year-end celebration in Japan today. Stores and shop-
ping arcades are festooned with Christmas trees and other dec-
orations. = Photo B

0ADICE): New Year’s cards that are sent out in celebration of
the new year. = Photo B

7 &ZHY: Shaved ice, served with syrup, adzuki-bean sauce or
other topping. = Illustration A

£LZL%Z1E: On New Year’s Eve, many Japanese eat soba (buck-
wheat) noodles. Called toshikoshi soba (year-crossing noodles),
these noodles symbolize the hope that the family’s good for-
tunes will continue long—Ilike the noodles—throughout the year
to come. = Illustration B

D&E#H72 A2 Dango (rice-flour dumplings) made for “moon view-
ing” in the fall. = Illustration C

U7 dH51: Sweetened puffed rice made as an offering on Doll Fes-
tival, a festival for girls held on the third of March. = Illustration D

4. Konbini Quiz
(1) Secrets of the Store (Feature-4). When using Japanese for this quiz,
exchanges may include the following. Write A through E on the

board, and have students match corresponding combinations.

Activity-2 »

(Product)ix £ZTTHh  ETUHHET D,
(Place)ic HH%7, (Reason) 2>5TT,
Possible Answers
A: WDSTHED LxHDA Tt faces the entrance.
(Reason) & AZ% 75TY, Because it can be easily spotted.
B: 8XRXALID LT Next to obento
(Reason) BNALIE Vo LT 59 25T, Because people buy
it with obento.
C: £ 5K Near the window
(Reason) ENLW72 o TT ICEPHE 6T, Because it's
attractive. / Because it looks lively.
D: L¥® %2 In front of the checkout counter
(Reason) L' Y% FoTWwW3 HWEIC ) H»5TT, Because
people buy it while waiting for their turn.
E: LY® %X Near the checkout counter
(Reason) 2> 25T, Because it is hot.

(2) What's the Most Popular Onigiri? (Feature-4)

After the quiz, you can use the following sentences for a true-or-

false quiz.

O b2 A YFRAZ—RE) DALVLIBICEYID 125708 TF T,
Young people like mentaiko onigiri more than tuna-mayonnaise
onigiri. (False)

O HAl LeUBIEID TF TY,

Everybody likes salmon onigiri. (True)
© 10200 Aid DALVIBIEFIS bF) TETR HIEEA.

Teenagers don't care for mentaiko onigiri. (True)

5. For homework, distribute the article on konbini (Feature-1-3).

Explain the objective: Today, based on the konbini reading, we will
discuss Japanese konbini and compare them with convenience stores

in our country.

1. Have students brainstorm and freely identify things they noticed
in the reading and photos.

2. Divide students into groups of four or five, and have each group
select a secretary and a presenter. Each group will then discuss the
similarities and differences between Japanese konbini and conve-
nience stores in their own country, and make a Venn diagram
worksheet and fill it in (a sample worksheet can be found at the

Takarabako website).

In countries where there are no convenience stores, students can
discuss where they buy the products or receive the services that
are available in Japanese konbini, and think about what their kon-

bini equivalents would be.

3. Using the Japanese words that groups have used to fill out their
worksheets, have each group present their findings.

Depending on the students’ Japanese language level, have them



present in Japanese as much as possible, allowing them to pro-

vide additional explanations in English if necessary.

H Things that are for sale

oL,
BhL, SAEH S
magazines,
candy and snacks,
stationery

Japan Canada (example)

M Stores

PN
gum by the check-out

counter

Japan Australia (example)

M Services

24U PAZNELD

AV VARZ U
ATM
often attached
open 24 hours, to gas stations
ATM machines

Japan U.S. (example)

> (R0 avEzicid, (BRAE) D HHET,
Japanese convenience stores sell obento.

> (BF 5D avEiZiE (BRAEI)IE BVERAH (F—FvY)
I3 HHET,
Convenience stores in Canada do not sell obento, but they do sell

donuts.

o T, B THYEY may be used depending on the situation and the
students’ language level.

> 20 VI, (BRALIE B9 AD BBV LRAT HEE Lk
K5 BEC)DOTT / BHEE BHOET,
I think it is because there are a lot of people who buy
obento/there are many people who do not cook at home.

> (RO av =i, (F=AF7Y7) D avE=k), (EF0)TT,
Japanese convenience stores are smaller than convenience stores
in Australia.

> (F=2F97)0 avE= (TR0 2 E=X), (3He)TT
There are fewer convenience stores in Australia than in Japan.

> (R L (hF#) b, ave=ic EoLas BYET.

Convenience stores in both Japan and Canada sell magazines.

4. To wrap-up, discuss in English the differences in the meaning of

the word “convenience” from culture to culture, and the fact that
the convenience store, though originally from the United States,

has been tailored to the needs of local cultures.

Pursue the themes raised in the group presentations, and if nec-
essary, ask students to consider what products/services are

available in their own country but not in Japan, and give reasons.

Activity-3»

Where are the products/services that are available in Japanese
konbini but not in their own convenience stores provided in their
own country? What products are absolutely necessary in any cul-

ture? Ask students questions as necessary.

(: 12

» (HA) D ave=Tid(product) Z »n)leh TEXTV, HklD
ATTIE E)TTD, ETT HoT0E T
(Product) i3 (place) T 9>TVET,
In Japanese konbini, one can buy such-and-such, but how about
in your country? Where do you buy such-and-such? We buy

such-and-such at (place).

® Other Activities/Expansion

5 Suppose that each group is in charge of planning new products and

services for convenience stores in their own country. They must make
a presentation to the class. It can be conducted in a poster session for-
mat using an advertisement poster (e.g., lunch delivery, 11 am.-3
p-m., $6, Phone 03-1234-5678). Have the class vote for the best idea.

E.g. of Japanese to be used

Stating opinions, making suggestions

O H7oLlv H—Ex%Z LELE), (Product) % IVEL &I,
Let’s offer a new service./Let’s sell (product).

@O brlicbd avE=T, HoLw F—ER%Z FLHLVE Bbo
7, /HEoL» LEHIVAE It BHLET,
We want to start a new service at convenience stores./We want
to sell a new product.

O HILbD avE=T (verb) 725 EHTLEID,
How about (verb)-ing at our convenience store.

Give reasons

O zd HhwHiF (reason) T,

Because (reason).

5 Onigiri Contest: Using ingredients available in your own country,

what kinds of onigiri can you make? (Show students the list of oni-
giri fillings (Feature-4) for ideas.)

v Konbini are a major part of high school students’ lives because

many of them work in konbini part-time. Compare wages and
work hours. Refer to the TJF website http: / www.tjf.or.jp/eng/
ge/gel50kozukai.htm

1= Debate the pros and cons of local stores turning into chain. In

preparation for the debate, each group may fill out a form like the

one below.

BrILx 24LDAh HOTVRS VEDD LEIVDAD Lwddt B\
Strengths Open 24 hours Many different kinds of the same

duct
KREA LESOAD 8% Lt
Many products
Bh
Easy to access
ALk READ T HVTRD LhAh AU

Weaknesses  Prices are high Store hours are short

LEHOAD 3¢ »bd
Product selection changes often





