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Mottainai Baasan and Furoshiki Wrapping
--%’B:J&foti a2 E 9 -Living with the Environment in Mind-

Section A: & > 7=\ W EH X A

Have you heard about Mottainai Baasan (Mottainai Grandma)?
Mottainai Baasan appears out of nowhere when we are doing something wasteful, and shows us

how to change our habits.

boltWhWEb AT A% T, W8 el A
IZZ 722 % L X 9, Watch the Mottainai t",:"ﬂ'u &

Baasan video in Japanese and answer the %
following questions. E

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CulY7Z3iijM

sEhiE L7 NI T U 7 25, If you want to watch the English version to answer
the questions, go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p1MYVIigYnU

1 XU, MBRBZVELEZ), 5 LTHDOFIEHIL~D T NIZdDT
T, What happened in the first scene? Why was the boy taken to the mountain?

2. TOETHICEDE, JNERZBIXEARDATNTT N, AEEED70
T, ELWXXEDL Y 72X\, According to the video, what benefits does the
river give us? Complete the sentences by matching the first half and the latter half.

a llO&HIE % Al 1)1 TKZ KT,

b SWRDHNH AT 2)IloKTEED

c EIEODHEND R AT 3BTRS
d AR BRD BB o Al AicEEND


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cu1Y7Z3iijM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p1MYVlIgYnU

3. R&EAQINEWETIZ, FARIENBIZ o TWE L2y What was happening in
the big river and the ocean? Explain in Japanese.

4, EHORHSTHHWT DT 5HZ &I LE L=y, What was the solution they came
up with?

. . L EonL Tt Lo AlEA
5. 2TOETH T, KO—AHEZEDOL TP L TWET D, IELWIIEEIZ
EATH
F7H O T 72 &V, How is the hydrologic cycle (water cycle) explained in the
video? Put the sentences in the correct order.
(The first one and the last one have been done for you.)
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6. BT A D524 5538 £ TaH ) —HERATILEIN, boltRWEH S,
M—FLEATLNWZ EZF@E L TWET, bolt W RWIHSADA vy E—T%
Hrpl=DZ EIXTHHH L TL Z &V, Watch the video from 5:24 to 5:38 again.
What is her main message? Explain in your own words.



7. Research and discuss what kinds of activities are being done in order to help the
environment by individuals, local groups, or enterprises.
Then, write sentences in Japanese to explain the activities. Use ~72 8 {Z wherever

applicable.
Examples:

o I, AIZ~BFLDIC, RSN EbDOAI L, AKX

AN TVET,

My father puts fruit and vegetable scraps into the compost in order to reduce
rubbish.

FROFRTIE, DAZ L HIDEDHIT, Xy FAR ML EHZINAE DA
ZUY AL L TVET,

At my school, we recycle plastic bottles, empty cans, and paper for the
environment.

=% 7 V=T 7R, BEENWICT LIS, DT T A
Fv a1k, L ROREDPNEFSTHODTNET,

OCEAN CLEANUP is collecting plastic rubbish in the ocean using special
machines in order to clean it.

The following sites may be of interest:

» OCEAN CLEANUP
https://theoceancleanup.com/

» “How the oceans can clean themselves: Boyan Slat at TEDxDelft"
(Boyan started OCEAN CLEANUP when he was a high school student.)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ROW9F-cOkIQ

» “Envision Hands turns more than one million bottle caps into prosthetics
for children in need”
https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/world/2019/08/envision-hands-turns-more-
than-1-million-bottle-caps-into-prosthetics-for-children-in-need.html

2004,
published by Kodans ha

About b o722 WEH S A \

In the children’s book Mottainai Baasan (Mottainai Grandma),
published in 2004 by Kodansha, an elderly obaasan finds people
doing wasteful things. Calling out “Mottainai!” she finds many
uses for the things they are about to throw away. The series
currently appears in newspapers and magazines. Starting in
2008, “Mottainai Grandma’s World Report Exhibition” began
touring around the country, explaining the current situation
regarding various problems occurring on Earth and the children

involved in them.
http://www.mottainai.com/ /



https://theoceancleanup.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ROW9F-c0kIQ
https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/world/2019/08/envision-hands-turns-more-than-1-million-bottle-caps-into-prosthetics-for-children-in-need.html
https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/world/2019/08/envision-hands-turns-more-than-1-million-bottle-caps-into-prosthetics-for-children-in-need.html
http://www.mottainai.com/
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A camrying bag made by tying the

mhE A ottles wrapped ¢ a furoshil
{T}_L‘"C ?B'fiz_ F9, WL L. £ comers of a furaoshiki
TSALEEM I AR5 AT The Japan Forum magazine TAKARABAKO No20
£75

Furoshiki are used in methods of wrapping or bundling that have a long history in Japan.
These square cloths come in different sizes, and can be tied in various ways to carry items of
assorted sizes and shapes. Furoshiki can be folded flat when not in use. They are receiving
renewed attention because they are both handy and reusable.

SAHLEDHENGTEZNA LY 9 LEL XD, 70cmx70cm < H WD WD Zffi >
TL 72V, Let’s practice using furoshiki. Follow the instruction to wrap two bottles with
one furoshiki in a way that allows you to carry it like a bag. Use a square cloth such as a scarf
(about 70cm x 70cm is best).
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Section C: XA X X 9D R's, W DL 5> TWET D

1. You probably know that the 3Rs of sustainability stand for “Reuse, Reduce, Recycle.”

However, three is not enough. There are many more Rs!

The following website describes 18 Rs of sustainability. (22 i % 2E & 5 F~—For
those who will live in the 22nd century)
https://22nd-century.jp/environment-issues/3r4r5r/

Go to the website and write down all the 18Rs in the chart below. If you have
learned Katakana, write them in English and in Katakana, as shown on the website.
Then give points according to what you do or what you don’t do.

WO H T 5 (lalways do this) 3 TA

Lx X795 (Isometimesdothis) 2 TA

L 72V (I neverdothis) 0 TA

b L& EES  (Iwill do thisfromnowon) 1 TA

MAE X9 DRs & < T A (points)
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https://22nd-century.jp/environment-issues/3r4r5r/

2. How many points did you get? Compare with your classmates. Who is the winner in
your class?

3. Highlight the ones you marked Z#17>6 L & 9 &9 (1 will do this from now on),
and write them down on a big piece of paper. Put this up on the wall to remind
yourself and other people of new ways to help the environment.

Furigana support on websites

If you need furigana support to read Japanese websites, use U\ 237287343, Go to
http://www.hiragana.jp/en/ and put the URL in the allocated area. Furigana will be
added to all the kanji in the website.

https://www.tif.or.jp/clicknippon/ja/archive/docs/TB20 E.pdf (English)
https://www.tjf.or.jp/clicknippon/ja/archive/docs/TB20 J.pdf (Japanese)

If you want to learn other ways of using furoshiki, there are many instructional
videos available online. The following video is easy to follow:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pnLZOj5V-f8

m%ofcb\iﬁb\

The Japanese word mottainai is said to have originated in Buddhism, to express the grief
one feels when an object ceases to be the way it should. Today, the word is used as a kind of
protest against waste, and regret that its true value was not put fully to effect. When
Wangari Muta Maathai of Kenya visited Japan in 2005, the year after she became the first
African woman to receive the Nobel peace prize for environmentalism, she came across
with the word mottainai for the first time. Ms. Maathai was deeply impressed by the word,
which not only expresses the principle of the 3Rs, but is also filled with compassion,
gratitude, and respect for nature and everything in it. She later proposed at the United
Nations Commission on the Status of Women held at the U.N. headquarters in New York to
embark on a global mottainai campaign to use natural resources more effectively, which led
to the beginning of the global-scale mottainai campaign. In Japan, the Asahi Shimbun
Company opened a mottainai campaign headquarters, expanding the movement into many
different fields with the help of numerous corporations and organizations. Mottainai
website: http://mottainai.info.

* For the articles in “Living with the Environment in Mind,” go to

The Japan Forum magazine TAKARABAKO No20



http://www.hiragana.jp/en/
https://www.tjf.or.jp/clicknippon/ja/archive/docs/TB20_E.pdf
https://www.tjf.or.jp/clicknippon/ja/archive/docs/TB20_J.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pnLZOj5V-f8
http://mottainai.info/

