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A group of students from Canterbury University interviewed
Mr. Shimizu, the owner and chef at Sakimoto, a Japanese
restaurant in Christchurch, New Zealand. Read a part of their
interview and answer the questions that follow.
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Vocabulary and expressions
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1. Questions

a) Where is Mr. Shimizu from?
b) When did Mr. Shimizu come to New Zealand for the first time?
c) When Mr. Shimizu was young, what did he want to become?
d) Why did Mr. Shimizu start working at the supermarket?
e) While working at the supermarket, what kind of knowledge and skills did Mr. Shimizu gain
that made it possible for him to open a restaurant in Christchurch?
Section B Top 10 occupations desired by high school students in Japan
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a) Write the Japanese word for each occupation.

Programmer Nurse
Engineer Public servant
Video game Police officer
developer

Pilot Firefighter
YouTuber Scholar
Illustrator Researcher
Animator Teacher
Counselor Office worker
Designer Actor
IT-related Voice actor
Professional Childcare worker
athlete
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b) Why do many Japanese high school students want to be a 7 5‘ (publ|c
servant, including police officers and firefighters)? Here are some answers
given by Japanese students. Match the Japanese to its English equivalent.
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c) What is your aspiration for the future? With your partner,
create a dialogue using the questions in the sample below.
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d) What are the most popular occupations among your classmates? Collect data and make a
Top 10 list in Japanese. (Use your dictionary skills where necessary.) Compare your list with
the Top 10 list by Japanese students. Do you notice any similarities or differences?
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Section C Group work: Create a A4~ — A (Game of Life) in Japanese.

Think of ups and downs that someone might experience while trying to achieve skills and successes
in life. Each member of the group writes a couple of clues and their point values in Japanese.
Examples:

o EREZEOXLHITE (+#100 KA 2 F)
o« HABOLRART LV TTANL FEMEDTE (+150 KA 2 1)
o« BHOLIAEIFEINE. BETLEST (—200 F A2 1)

See an example at https://www.takaratomy.co.jp/products/jinsei/50th/project/index.html

Each member writes in their clues and points on the game board prepared by the teacher. (Below is
a sample game board. Adjust the size and the number of boxes accordingly.)

Alternatively, the teacher or the group leader collects the clues and values from each member and
puts them together on the game board. This game can also be created online.
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