Mr Ryoichi Wago is a poet. He experienced the Tohoku earthquake in 2011. He shares his
experience and his thoughts, as a poet, about the power of words when he survived the
disaster. Check the vocabulary and expressions before you read the article, if you wish.
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Vocabulary and expressions

INT T T 71 INT T T3

%\% aftershock %ﬁ?%&qgf being absorbed in;
losing oneself in

%ﬁﬁ‘?%‘é radioactivity %%4%#5 to send, post

ZLiEE 95 L7go | I'velost words 5“}2/” = a reply

TWE LK

%% electricity ,E,——;?é earthquake disaster

A gas RTT T 74

Y gasoline; petrol %/u?” - L things | learned

fif g, TX 70 | can’t do anything EEEIE to encourage

A #y 720N | got nothing (}%%K on the contrary

§§<%§E“Cb‘ib | was feeling xPolr 5 to hurt

7 a strongly

INT T T T2 ;{%K%ﬁé}u“@lﬂé Are we choosing
SLI 9 H (words) carefully?

VA H— Twitter ;;;lh%\@f’ e for our future

ﬁf% safe, secure %‘ L beautiful

OERLEFELE muttered, tweeted f;%z&i if we use

% poem HzTL A will come in sight;

will appear
L ELELS | got (words) back t%é“ spirit

Answer the following questions in English and in Japanese accordingly.

a) What was the condition of Fukushima after the earthquake? Describe how things were

for the first 5 days.

b) If you were in Fukushima during the first 5 days, how would you have felt? What would

you have done?
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e)

f)

g)

h)

j)

Translate Mr Wago's first poem on Twitter into English.

What did he do everyday for the next three months?

What feature of Twitter encouraged him to keep on posting?

Explain what Mr Wago learned from this earthquake disaster.

According to Mr Wago, what kind of power do words have?

Find the following words in the puzzle. Then write the correct word for each clue. These
words are all verbs in dictionary form.
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For online quizzes, go to: https://www.studystack.com/picmatch-3225525
https://www.studystack.com/picmatch-3225528

k) Do you use Twitter? If you do, what are its pros and cons?

I) Have you ever thought that words have power? When do you feel the power of words?
How can we use the power of words?
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m) Create a collection of positive words and your favourite words. Write several words that

are powerful, positive or encouraging. Arrange the chosen words in Japanese and also

in your language on a poster. Use your artistic and dictionary skills wherever possible.
Suggested online dictionaries:

jisho online: https://jisho.org/

weblio: https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/Progress+Checker
Put your posters up on a wall. Did you notice any change in the atmosphere and feel of
the room? Do you think being surrounded by positive words influences people?

Illustrations: http://gahag.net/000259-cat-animal/ http://gahag.net/000222-cat-animal/
Extension task: Ask your teacher if you need to do this task.
Have you or your feelings ever been influenced by someone’s words? Choose A or B,
and write a short essay about your experience. In your essay, reflect on your language
use (how you use words).

A Have you ever become happy because of someone’s words?

e What was the situation? e.g. ~~DIEFCL7Z ; ~~&% L CWFFDZ &
TL7

e Who said what to you? e.g. XX D’ LI ~~ L SN FE LT=

e How did the words make you feel? e.g. FAlZON L 2V £ L7=; FDZ
EIXITRNCw ) E R E L

e Reflect on the effect of positive language. Consider how you will use positive
language in the future. e.g. ZALHIIAEN Z F - TWVDHEF, LW
ZEFENTTHIF I E RnET

B Have you ever made someone unhappy because of your words?

e What was the situation? e.g. ~~DKFTL7Z ; ~~Z L TWEFD Z &
T

e What did you say to whom? e.g FAlZ XX (Z~~ ¢, B WVWE LZ(E-oTCLE
WE L)

e How do you think the person felt? e.g. FAIZ XX Z & T DF CLE-o7= &
WET XX I 72 LED TLE s XXM EWVWEFATLE

e Howdidyoufeelaboutit? eg. LE-7! LRWELL ; Eboo
b dmoie, EEWE LR

e Reflect on your language use. How would you choose words in the future?
What did this experience teach you about the power of language? e.g. &
STLELTDL, bIBLTWTT ; ZLIETES NS, K< »ANX
RN BN EEWET ; 28R, AEETOTL 8D
LR OEEL:


https://jisho.org/
https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/Progress+Checker
http://gahag.net/000259-cat-animal/
http://gahag.net/000222-cat-animal/

