Mr Ryoichi Wago is a poet. He experienced the Tohoku earthquake in 2011. He shares his
experience and his thoughts, as a poet, about the power of words when he survived the
disaster. Check the vocabulary and expressions before you read the article, if you wish.
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Vocabulary and expressions

INT T T T 1 DERETFE L muttered, tweeted

ibiﬂbé);'% earthquake % poem

%{Eﬁjﬁ%é radioactivity RS 7573

W= 7 = L as— | | couldn’t go outside | ¢ _ | sent; posted

IMZHI D Z &N T BELELE

XEHATL,

T8, HIFHZ | lcouldn’t open ~AUZL<ILEL | People replied (lit.

M TExFHAT | windows also 7= they gave me

L7z, replies)

%/)% electricity IR LV Y | I got words back
LELL

A gas INT T T T 4

Y gasoline; petrol %?Z earthquake disaster

i, T 7 | can’t do anything %U\i L7 | learned

i & 72U | got nothing T ET to encourage

23 < Strongly; intensely l}%%éi on the contrary

MALE L | felt SRl to hurt

ZLiEE 9 Lo | I'velost words ;{%K%ﬁé}u“(“b \7 | Are we choosing

TWELE L1 5% (words) carefully?

INT T T 2 9oL LWZ X | if we use beautiful
Z O ZIX words

VA A= Twitter 55¢ LU \%Jﬂ%bi Beautiful future will
Bz TxE4 come into our sight

BN safe, secure t;y“‘ spirit

Answer the following questions.

a) What was the condition of Fukushima after the earthquake? Describe how things were
for the first 5 days.

b) If you were in Fukushima during the first 5 days, how would you have felt? What would
you have done?

¢) How was Wago's state of mind during this time?




d)

e)

f)

g)

h)

j)

k)

What did he do on the 6% day?

Translate Mr Wago's first poem on Twitter into English.

What did he do everyday for the next three months?

What feature of Twitter encouraged him to keep on posting?

Explain what Mr Wago learned from this earthquake disaster.

According to Mr Wago, what kind of power do words have?

Have you ever thought that words have power? When do you feel the power of words?

How can we use the power of words?

Choose the Japanese word which describes the cat’s feeling best and write the

Japanese word in the space under each cat.
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ARV ARV ZEoll e -, oY/ SV AN
I’'m sad. I’'min trouble... | don’t know what to
do..
4 5 6
ALV ! bi-Flcxi ! Ko hL!
I’'m happy! I’'m cross! I’'m surprised!

For online quiz go to: https://www.studystack.com/studyslide-3225512
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1)

Match the English sentence to the correct Japanese sentence.

1. There was a big earthquake on

On the contrary, words can
hurt people.

a. 38 11 Bk &V HIEN B & LLiEs
March 11.
2. After that, a lot of b. Z&iTiF. AERITTFETZENTEET,
radioactivity fell from the sky. %%ﬂ’ S LERAEEFAOFBE LT
ET,
3. So, we could not go outside. ¢ TOHL. %Eﬁg‘ébi‘ S0 E LT
4. There were no electricity, no d NEFMLTE RV, IE<IZHTH 72
gas, no petrol, no water, nor W] o MHMALELE,
food.
5. Istrongly felt | can’t do o. %%%\ HRb, HYUvh, Kb, B
anything, | don’t have Wt B ) EH AT LT
anything. =
: zer <
6. On the sixth day, | tweeted fOEMD. M AT LR TXFHATL
“I'm safe” on the Twitter. 7
7. From this day, for the next 3 o ZOHMD %%ﬁ%ﬁ% FWH. VA o H
months, | posted poems ' L aola ’ ’
everyday on Twitter. —CREFEE L LT
. LA&WN EX/
8. llearned a lot from this h BRTIEC RS SADD L ’i’?é()\i L
earthquake disaster. 7
9. Words can encourage people. N

AHE’74/& < NEIZS L TY Y
EOSERETEL,

For online quiz, go to: https://www.studystack.com/picmatch-3225528

m) Create a collection of positive words and your favourite words. Write several words that
are powerful, positive or encouraging. Arrange the chosen words in Japanese and also
in your language on a poster. Use your artistic and dictionary skills wherever possible.

Suggested online dictionaries:

jisho online: https://jisho.org/

weblio: https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/Progress+Checker

Put your posters up on a wall. Did you notice any change in the atmosphere and feel of
the room? Do you think being surrounded by positive words influences people?
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Do you use Twitter? If you do, what are its pros and cons?
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