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000 NEW YEAR

—A story to read aloud—

TARO DESCRIBES THE NEW YEAR HOLIDAY

I love the New Year holiday. My father’s office is closed for three days at the beginning of

January so my parents, Hana and I always go to my grandparents” house for a few days so we

can all be together with them and my uncle and aunt and cousins, Hiroko and Masayuki. The

oooo

roads out of Tokyo on New Year’s Eve are even busier than usual
with people going home for New Year so I'm always glad when we
finally reach my grandparents’ farm. It's much more peaceful there.
We always have new clothes for New Year so I know, at some point,
grandmother will say how smart I look and how grown up I'm
getting! Hana loves having new clothes but I don’t! When we arrive
the first thing we see are the 0 0 0 0 which my uncle has put on
each side of the front gate. They are made of pine branches, bamboo
and straw. Pine trees represent long life in Japan. Sometimes my

grandparents have already put traditional decorations over the front

entrance but sometimes they wait until we arrive so that we can help. We put up pine branches,

mandarin oranges and a twisted straw rope called 0 0 O O . All these things are meant to bring

good luck and keep evil away. When we go inside I know the first thing my mother will

comment on is how clean and sparkling everywhere looks. Everybody in Japan gives the house

o

a good clean before New Year. My grandparents have a small altar in
the main room. We love helping to decorate it at New Year. As well as
oranges, ferns and straw, we also put two rice cakes, called O 0 OO
O at the front of the altar. These rice cakes are to please the gods. We
eat rice cakes, of course. My mother sometimes buys them ready
made but my grandmother always makes them in the traditional
way. If we're helping, Hana usually measures out rice because she
says she is more careful than I am. The cakes take a lot of kneading,
though, and I think I'm better at that than she is.

While my grandmother, mother and aunt are busy in the
kitchen we like listening to our grandfather telling us about old
New Year customs. My favourite is the OO0 ceremony because it
doesn’t usually take place in Tokyo nowadays. Somebody in the
village dresses up as a lion and dances from house to house. The lion
is supposed to drive away any evil spirits that might be lurking in the

house. We always eat a traditional dish on New Year’s Eve. It’s called

oooaog
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000000.00 are noodles and 0000 means seeing out the old year and seeing in the new.
The noodles are long and thin and so we say they mean a long life. We have another New Year
dish, called 0 0 O which is also meant to give us a long life. It's a kind of soup made from rice
cakes, radish and other vegetables. It's very popular at New Year. This year Hiroko and I are
going to be allowed to stay up until midnight to see in the New Year. Hana and Masayuki think
it’s not fair but they’re younger than us.

It's going to be really exciting. All over Japan, at midnight, everyone will be listening
out for 0 0 0 0 O O which means the ringing of the temple bell. At every temple, all over Japan,
the temple bell is rung one hundred and eight times. Although our grandparents’ farm is not
very near the temple, my grandfather says he has never yet failed to hear the sound of the bell
carried on the wind. I'm determined to count all one hundred and eight chimes.

On New Year’s Day my grandparents always get out the traditional toys and games.
My favourite is 0 0 or spinning top. I'm getting quite good at it. Masayuki and I usually play a
game of 0 0 O 0. It's a bit like badminton.

My grandparents usually receive lots of New
Year cards. It's great fun when they arrive. They all get
delivered at one time because the Post Office keeps back
all the cards for each house until New Year. We get
presents at New Year, too. Children get 0 0 O which is
money in a special envelope. Grown-ups give presents to
people who have been helpful to them during the year.
We call the year-end gift-giving 0 0 O .

Before we go back to Tokyo we all go to the
shrine, or sometimes the temple, to pray for health and
happiness in the coming year. We have to pay this visit
after 000000 but no later that the 7th January. This
visitis called D 0 OO0

The New Year holiday always goes far too

quickly. All too soon it will be time to go back to Tokyo

0oo and school.
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A Happy New Year

I look forward to our continued
friendship this year.

I look forward to our continued
friendship this year.

Ist January,
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