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TJF participated in the 17th Biennial National
Languages Conference of the Australian Fed-
eration of Modern Language Teachers Asso-
ciations (AFMLTA, July 9-12) and JSAA-ICJLE
2009, a joint conference for the Japanese Studies
Association of Australia and the International
Conference on Japanese Language Education
(July 13-16) held in Sydney, Australia. At AF-
MLTA, with Smith’s Hill High School Japanese
language teacher Caroline David, TJF staff re-
ported on the success and challenges in opera-
tion of its Tsunagaaru social networking site as
well as how the site can be useful in Japanese
language classes. For the Japan Foundation,

Sydney panel session at J[SAA-ICJLE, “Apply-
ing ILTL* in School Japanese Education,” again
TJF and Caroline David participated. This ses-
sion consisted of reports and discussion about
ILTL, which is now a major movement in Aus-
tralian language education, in terms of what can
be realized in three areas: professional develop-
ment programs, projects for the classroom, and
designs for distance learning courses. Our pre-
sentation dealt with approaches for using Tsu-
nagaaru to apply ILTL in the classroom.

* For details on Intercultural Language Teaching and Learn-
ing (ILTL), see Kokusai bunka foramu tsushin, TJF's Japanese
language newsletter, No. 81 (January 2009), p. 8.

“Photo and Essay Division” for high school students
of the 31st Yomiuri Photo Grand Prix (2009)

From 2009, applications to the “Photo and Essay
Division” of the Yomiuri Photo Grand Prix orga-
nized by the major Japanese newspaper Yomiuri
Shimbun will be open to high school students
from overseas. Please encourage your students
to consider submitting an entry.

This competition has its beginnings in

the “Lives of Japanese High School Students:
Photo and Message Contest,” which was held
under the auspices of TJF from 1997 to 2006.
Since 2008, TJF has supported a continuation
of these contests under the “Photo and Essay
Division” for high school students of the Yomi-
uri Photo Grand Prix.

A set of two to five photographs and a text of 150 words
in English or 200 characters in Japanese introducing a high
school friend you know well.

Prizes and awards

Grand Prix: Award of round-trip airfare to Tokyo of up to
300,000 yen (for the prize-winner and one parent or guard-
ian; costs exceeding ¥300,000 to be borne by the travelers).
The Grand Prix winner may be requested to participate in
planned exchange activities over one or two days.

Second Prize: Award to 1 person of 50,000 yen equiva-
lent in photography related goods (to be selected from a
list provided)

Third Prize: Award to 1 person of 30,000 yen equivalent
in photography related goods (to be selected from a list
provided)

Other Prizes: Award to 10 persons of 10,000 yen equiva-
lent in photography related goods (to be selected from a
list provided)

“Photo and Essay Division” for high school students

Deadline for submission
November 10, 2009

Guidelines and application form

You may view the guidelines and download the applica-
tion form at

http://yomiuri.tjf.or.jp/ (English/Japanese)
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The 2008 prizewinning works of the
“Photo and Essay Division” may be viewed at
http://www.tjf.or.jp/thewayweare2/30th/en/
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Cell Phones for
Communication
and Enjoyment

Cell phones have become an essential communication
tool for almost everyone today. Their diverse functions
have made them more than just a tool of communication.
How are cell phones used among students in elementary
school, junior high school, and high school?

Reported by Karino Ayako

This mark indicates that more related information is included on the “Click Japan” website. http//www.tjf.or.jp/clicknippon/

* The articles “Spread of Cell Phones Throughout the World” and “A Cell Phone History in Japan” may be found on the “Click Japan” website.

Communication

Spreading Friendships with a Cell Phone

Forty-five point nine percent of Japanese junior high school
students own a cell phone, and the percentage is as high as
95.9 percent for Japanese high school students. Due to the
high cost of talking via cell phones, junior high school and high
school students often send text rather than call. They now start
friendships by exchanging cell phone email addresses. The av-
erage number of email addresses listed in the device’s direc-

Information children give when they make a new friend

Cell phone email address

Cell phone number 80.7

Computer email address 241

Home telephone number 17.0 Number of high school students = 564

0 20 40 60 80 100

(%)

Source: “Survey of Parents and Children on Children’s Cell Phone Use.” (2007, Mobile Society
Research Institute)

Reasons Children Start Using
Cell Phones

According to the 2008 “Survey of Children’s Use of Cell Phones,
Etc.” conducted by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology, 24.7 percent of sixth grade elemen-
tary school students use a cell phone, a figure that testifies to
the increasingly lower age of cell phone users. Among reasons
children start using cell phones, the most common cited is “my
parents encouraged me to” and because “I started going to
cram school and after-school lessons.” In the case of elemen-
tary school students, parents most often obtain cell phones for
their children out of concern for their safety. By giving them
a cell phone, parents can check in often with their children,
whose spheres of activity have extended to attending extra-
study classes and after-school lessons. The most common use

tory is 48 for junior high school students and 72 for high school
students. As they grow older, students collect more friends as
their relationships with people expand.

The largest number of both junior high school and high
school students send less than 10 messages a day, and the
second-largest number send between 10 and 30 messages a
day. Many high school students use text messaging to commu-
nicate about important matters, meaning that for high school
students cell phones have become a crucial device for commu-
nicating with friends day to day.

Average number of cell phone email messages

sent and received per day
/— More than 100 messages 4.7 %

Hardly use text messaging ——— i No answer 0.3%

6.9%
Between 50 to 100 messages — °

9.2%
Less than

Between 30 to 50 messages —13.8% 10 messages

30.7%
L Between 10 to 30 messages

Source: “Survey of Children’s Use of Cell Phones, Etc.” (2009, Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology)

of cell phones among elementary school students is to com-
municate with family members.

Meanwhile, what reasons do junior high and high school
students have for owning a cell phone?

Reasons for owing a cell phone (Second-year high school students)

My friends have one
Life is more enjoyable

My parents encouraged me to have one 23

Because | started going to cram school
and after-school lessons

Other

227]

No answer 07

0 10 20 30 40 50(%)

Source: “Survey of Children’s Use of Cell Phones, Etc.” (2009, Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology)
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Enjoying the Cell Phone

Most Often-used Cell Phone
Functions

Other than communicating by phone and text message,
junior high and high school students frequently use the
cell phone’s camera, Internet-access, and music and
ring-tone download service functions.

Cell phone functions used by high school students

Take pictures with the camera 85.3

Download music 71.7

Use the Internet to look up information

Shoot video image |NER

Play digital games 46.6

Read novels and manga 31.3

Use “electronic money” (e-Money) = 3o

0 20 40 60 80 100(%)

Source: “Survey on Children’s ICT Use” (2005, Benesse Educational Research and Development Center)

More than Just a Communication Tool

The functions of cell phones are increasing:

Downloading music
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Choosing a Cell Phone by the Design

What are the criteria by which junior high and high school students
choose their cell phones? According to a monitor survey published
by Oricon, Inc. in October 2008, 50.5 percent of junior and senior
high school students choose their cell phones “by the design.”
Other generations give “calling rates” as the major criterion for
choosing a cell phone. Next, after design, junior high and high
school students value most “the amount of memory” (48.5 per-
cent) because they often use functions that require ample memory,
such as taking photos, listening to music or shooting videos. Many
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users enjoy adding “7 23—V deko-shiiru” (decoration stickers)
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Piano keys
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i ¥ GPS

Pedometer

e Solar-power
recharging option

Translation

E-mail
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Waterproofing

Th
and beaded appliqués to decorate their cell phones (“ 727 deko-
den”)—and choose various straps and accessories to make their
phones unique and original.

Deko-den shop:
Decorate = http://www.decorate.co.jp
Edo-X = http://k-taicustom.com

Art Editions: Kusama Yayoi
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Which accessories and decorations do you like?

| Expressing Yourself

7 e Emaji (Emoticons):
A Useful Way to Express Feelings

Today, not only young
people, but members
of other generations
as well, use “emoji”—
picture characters (“e”
meaning “picture” and
“moji” meaning “let-
ter”). Emoji are used

when you want to set
the tone of a message that’s comprised of just words, or when
you want to soften what you want to say, or when you want

F—Z A\ Keitai-Shosetsu:
The Emergence of the Cell Phone Novel

With the functions of cell phones ever expanding and the
number of the cell phone subscribers increasing, a new cul-
tural genre called the “keitai-shosetsu” (cell phone novel) has
emerged in Japan. The keitai-shosetsu first caught attention in
2000, it is said, when a writer named “Yoshi” began publish-
ing a novel via his cell phone. Keitai-shosetsu are novels written
on a cell phone and read by cell phone.

One example of a keitai-shosetsu is “Koizora” (Sky of
Love), a story that has been accessed by an estimated 12 mil-
lion readers, mainly junior high and high school students,
who circulated news about the novel among them. “Koizora,”
which features a high school girl whose life changes dramati-
cally when she meets a certain high school boy. It was pub-
lished as a book in 2006 that sold over 2 million copies, and
was adapted for film that was a box-office hit earning 3.9 bil-
lion yen. Many other keitai-shosetsu were turned into books in
2007, producing a small boom. Cell phone novels are made up
of short and rhythmical sentences, due to the limited number
of words one can write in a line on a small cell-phone screen
and written in the casual language of teenagers.

© Hongo Jin

to fully express emotions of
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joy, anger, or sadness. Emoji 0 4-h01 =

are very useful tools that can
express your emotions and
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feelings.
All sorts of emoji are
available, some are symbols,
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PEHEWHE, UR
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others are illustrations, or
“dekome” (decoration mail).
Some are included in the cell
phones from the start, but

others, such as dekome, can
be downloaded as desired. Dekorme are more colorful and many
of them are animated.

Some criticize keitai-shosetsu, however,
saying that they are not fiction, and far

from conventional literature. Japan’s well-
known Buddhist nun and writer Setouchi
Jakucho, 86, too, was critical of keitai-
shosetsu in the beginning, but in order
to understand the medium that had so
successfully captured the attention of
young people, she wrote a cell phone
novel called “Ashita no Niji” (Tomor-

This cell phone was designed
with reading of keitai shosetsu
and electronic books in mind.
Japanese text is displayed in
the customary vertical-line
format.

row’s Rainbow) under the penname
“Purple.” In doing so, she realized
the potential of keitai-shosetsu, which
can move people deeply by express-
ing the subtle, conflicting emotions
of young people using the simplest language. She later reap-
praised keitai-shosetsu, calling it “a type of literature,” and en-
couraged young people to use it to freely express themselves.
Due to the emergence of this new medium, there are now
more opportunities for people to see their fiction writing pub-
lished. The annual Japan Keitai-Shosetsu Award is now in its
fourth year, as more and more writers of the medium enter the
competition to make a name for themselves in the genre.

Designed by Matsuyama Emi
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| Smart Use of Your Cell Phone

Drawbacks of Cell Phones

While cell phones have become much-valued daily commu-
nication tools for junior high and high school students, vari-
ous problems have emerged that cannot be ignored. Some
students become so immersed in their cell phones that they
do not get enough time to study and they go to sleep too
late at night. Although text messaging is useful in expanding
communication with friends, it can also be a source of stress
for an increasing number of junior high and high school stu-
dents. More than 80 percent of junior high and high school
students think it is “late if you don’t get an answer within
30 minutes of sending a message,” indicating the pressure
students are under to answer text messages promptly. More
than 50 percent of high school students “sometimes find cell
phone messaging troublesome.”

Another big problem is slander and abuse generated from
private blogs and “profs” (profiles) belonging to junior high or
high school students, otherwise known as “cyber-bullying.”
Also, there are cases where students who discover each other
on “deai-kei saito” (online meeting sites) or through personal
profile and Internet game sites end up getting involved in
shady dealings or crime.

In order to prevent young children from stumbling into the
darker side of cell phones, the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology took measures in January this
year to forbid elementary and junior high school children from
bringing cell phones to school unless absolutely necessary, and
limit high school students’ usage of cell phones during school
hours. Meanwhile, the Metropolitan Police Department also
calls upon parents to equip children’s cell phones with filtering
devices so as to protect children from harmful sites.

Think it is “late if | don’t get an answer within x minutes after sending a message.”

More than
10 minutes

More than
1 minute

ool Students

= 549)
Source: “Survey of Children’s Use of Cell Phones, Etc.” (2009, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology)

Cell Phone Manners

In Japan, it is widely accepted custom to turn off cell phones or
put them in silent mode, called “< 3 —% — F” (manner mode)
in public places. When cell phones first appeared, many peo-
ple talked loudly on the train and there were occasional con-
flicts when people around them reacted angrily. Today, there

More than
30 minutes
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Not in
particular

More than
6 hours

More than
3 hours

More than
an hour

are signs as well as announcements on trains instructing pas-
sengers to refrain from talking on their phones and to put
them in silent mode. People are also reminded to switch off
phones near the priority seats where people, who may have
heartbeat-regulation devices, are often seated. Cell phone use
while driving a moving vehicle, including a bicycle, is prohib-
ited by law.

Let's Try!

What emoticon would you choose when you feel like this?

cOnLwn! « ot
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<7797 Y
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The meanings of the words above and more emoticons can be found at
http://www.tjf.or.jp/takarabako/bi.htm

00 00 0000000000000 0000000000000 00000000 000
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What We Have Gained,
What We Have Lost

Akane (Second-year high school student, Chiba)
Izuho (First-year university student,Tokyo)
Lisa (Second-year high school student, U.S.)

Today, cell phones have become an essential
item for high school students, among whom
ownership is as high as 96 percent. But not
all students use their phones in the same way.
Three students, Akane, Izuho, and Lisa, gath-
ered to talk about their cell phones and how they
use them.

Reported by Karino Ayako

I got my first cell phone when I entered junior
high school. My school was rather far away from
home, so my parents gave it to me because they
were worried about my safety. My parents pay my
phone bill, which is about 5,000 yen a month.

I received a cell phone as a present from my par-
ents at the end of junior high school, when I passed
the entrance exam to the high school I wanted to
go to. The cell phone I'm using now is my fourth.
When I was in high school, the charges on my
phone were about 8,000 yen a month, and my par-
ents paid for it. Now, if I use more than 8,000 yen,
I have to cover the rest with my own money from
working part-time jobs.

I'm here in Japan since September last year as an
exchange student. I've had a cell phone since I
was in my third year of junior high. In the U.S.,
my parents gave me a prepaid card worth around
10,000 yen for one year’s use. Here in Japan, my
cell phone bill is about 3,000 yen a month.

Lisa

@%ﬂm You can listen to their voices and read their self-introduction in
gt} easy Japanese.

Q: Do you always have your cell phone with you? Which

functions do you use most often?

Izuho: I have my cell phone with me most of the time, even
when I go in to soak in the bath. I really like the way the
sound echoes in the bath (laughter). The function I use
the most is voice phoning, because I think you can get
across your feelings more accurately if you phone than
by just sending text. I also like using the other functions
of cell phones, like games and the scheduler. At the mo-
ment, I'm really devoted to my phone’s GPS tracking
system! I found my way here by GPS today, in fact!

Akane: [ take my cell phone to school everyday, but I switch it
off until after school. I don’t have it with me all the time
when I'm at home either. I phone, text, and occasionally
take photos. I also use it for checking train timetables
and finding out when movies are showing and so on.

Lisa:  Sometimes I take my cell phone to school, sometimes
I don’t. To me private time is important. I don’t like it
when people think they can get hold of me just any time
they please. In the States my father drives me to school,
so I use my cell phone to call Dad to come and pick me
up after school.

Q: How often do you text? Do you reply to your messages

immediately?

Akane: I'm very slow at writing text, so I don’t often send it to my
friends. I sometimes exchange text with members of my
family. My father sends all his text in hiragana. He sends
messages like, “& £ 2 Do, £H57Eo7:?” (How
was school today?) He’s late coming home from work,
so I don’t have much time to talk to him, you see. I think
he writes these messages on his way home. Meanwhile,
my little sister sometimes sends me messages like, “ &
Bz LA, KiFET2X 17 (Llove you, O-Nee-chan!) A
little embarrassing, yes, but it makes me happy.

Lisa: I only send text about three times a day, too. I try to re-
spond to text messages as soon as I can, but sometimes
I can’t. On such occasions, I hear a lot of my Japanese
friends demand, “Why didn’t you reply?” But my Amer-
ican friends aren’t like that.

Q: Do you use emoji (emoticons) or any other special charac-

ters?

Izuho: My friends use a lot of emoji, but I don’t. I don't feel like
myself when I use them. So sometimes my friends mis-
understand me and ask, “Are you angry?”

Akane: Once when I sent a message without any emoji, I got

Talking about the advantages and disadvantages of cell phones made these three stu-
dents think again about something they have come to take for granted.

Meeting People-1»
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Lisa:

a reply saying, “Are you joking? Or are you serious?”
Since then, I add an emoji when I want to make sure they
know I'm joking around.

In English texts, we often use emoticons and shorten
words, like “because” to “cuz.” We drop the vowels
or misspell words on purpose—like “vry” for “very,”
“skool” for “school,” and “4ever” for “forever.” That’s
the cool thing to do.

Q: What do you think are the disadvantages of cell phones?

Lisa:

Akane:

Izuho:

Akane:

Izuho:

One thing I really dislike about cell phones is how some
people talk loudly on them. In the U.S., people often for-
get to turn off their cell phone in church, in the library, or
at concerts. In fact, one actor walked out of the theater
after three cell phones rang during his performance.
On the trains here some people get so immersed in their
cell phones, either texting or playing games, that they
don’t realize they’re occupying two seats, although there
are people who want to sit down. I think people’s cell
phones can make them less considerate of other people.
One of the greatest disadvantages of cell phones is that
there’s a tendency to become dependent upon them. I
hate it when we're out eating and talking together and a
friend fiddles with his or her cell phone the whole time.
Still, maybe I can’t talk; I rely so heavily on the conve-
niences of my cell phone. So here I am, a guy who can’t
let go of his cell phone because of its amazing functions!
(laughter)

A lot of people run a blog or personal profile site from
their cell phone. I hear about people who post their por-
traits on their profiles or who actually go and see peo-
ple they meet via their blog, but I think such things are
pretty risky.

If it’s anonymous, I'd write anything freely. It gives you
great freedom, but at the same I think it’s very danger-
ous. Once a friend of mine had nasty things written
about him on his profile page and it really stressed him
out. You can't guess the tone of a message when it’s just
written in words, and it can make the reader imagine all
kinds of things.

Q: What would you do if you couldn’t use your cell phone

from tomorrow?

Lisa:

Izuho:

Akane:

It'd make me a little afraid to be on the streets at night.
Once at night in Shibuya there was a man who followed
me for about 10 minutes. I immediately called a friend
and stayed on the line. It reassured me.

I think the hardest thing is that I couldn’t just call up
someone right away, even if he or she is far away, if I
didn’t have a cell phone.

Life would be a lot less convenient, but I don’t think my
life would change that much. But it would be a shame
if I can’t send text to a friend when I want to ask them
something I need to know. For instance, at night when
you can’t call using your home phone, if you have a cell
phone you can just send text to ask an urgent question.

Izuho: But I also think many good things might happen if we
didn’t have cell phones. To begin with, we would be talk-
ing more to people. For example, if we couldn’t rely on
the phone’s GPS, we’d be asking people for directions.

Lisa: I think we’d become more responsible if there were no
cell phones. For example, when we're meeting friends,
we would be sure to find out where we're going to meet
in advance and leave home early in order not to be late.

Akane: I sometimes hear about people who get all worried
when somebody doesn’t reply right away to their text
message, or people who are left out of the loop in their
circle of friends because of cell phones. Maybe, if we
didn’t have cell phones, relationships between people
would be better.

Lisa:  In the end, I think if each person keeps a mind of his or
her own and doesn’t overuse cell phones, they can be a

lot of fun.

Cell phones show the personality of their owners—some simple and clean, others
pasted with their favorite print-club stickers, their straps dangling accessories.

My favorites ol

WEmz e (favorite phrase)
Akane: ® D& 5 Thank you.

(A% 2
lzuho: S$%4%£ &2 Livingin the now.
Lisa: Smile often.

) w5
13& & (favorite color)
5 & w3

Akane: I XJIVEITU—>, BOBLEHIDL,

Emerald green, because it's the color of the sea.

ChEE . B0 5 7
lzuho: £, B, NSVELLFETLT,

I don't know why, but | have liked purple since | was a

child.
. 2\5’1? o w3 5o é(\Ev % Bb 72 _
Lisa: KO I7H, ELOVEOIEZRVHIE TSI LD,

Pale pink. It reminds me of beautiful cherry blossoms.

wE  Robpd
S, BPALTWBZ L (current passion)
S FREC &
Akane: MEZEHT. ZOREEHE I &,
I enjoy watching films and reading the original stories

they are based on.

2 EA R &5

lzuho: HAZER Japanese traditional dance.
[=N:Y % NALE &S

Lisa: HASEDH 38  Learning Japanese.
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New Communities Open on Tsunagaaru
New Opportunities for Student Participation!

http://www.tsunagaaru.com/

TJF is now developing theme-oriented communities within their differences as well as things they agree on and share. We
Tsunagaaru to provide teachers with projects designed for in- hope these new features of the site will encourage students’
volvement as a class, as an extracurricular activity or individ- participation. We hope you will consider participating as a class,
ually. One is a community in which members will be able to but individual participation is just as welcome. We invite you
talk about their values. Another is a community for enjoyable to have a look and consider introducing these communities to
discussion of familiar subjects that allows students to discover your students.

B
A community where members will be able to talk about their values %

The “Time Capsule” community has just opened! (To open around the end of November, 2009)

AZa=F4 I
#4 AHTERTime Capsule/HERR OUTE t0R - T0R

Imagine that you are preparing a Time Capsule for yourself set to be opened 50 years from now.

g What would you prepare as a gift and message to yourself in the future?
WRA [=| TF Staif

- Please share...
&ﬂ:ﬁb”ﬂm‘hﬂfﬁ.ﬂ aashe 1) your choice of gift. If it is something you have now, try photographing it to show online!
HFRET LY EAvE=UEARETHY

kel WOTRLCE ddk

(1) TStdpimis) CREF Lk

bl l*!l:".‘“i“ﬁ:t& HOERG
ZHTHES

2) your message to yourself.

(2 rsmm-m ~GA = From around the end of November, we plan to send a message to members proposing as follows:
irmagine that you ane preparing a Time Capsule “Next, imagine that a Time Capsule has arrived for you from yourself fifty years in the future. The
for yoursel! st 10 b opsnd 50 years from . ) . .

now. What would you prepare as a gift and Time Capsule contains a message and a gift. What do you think the message says and what do
message to yoursel in the fufure?

P shatir: you think the gift might be?”

1) your chaice of gt If it s someathing you
harve now, try photograghing it to show online!
2] your macksage 1o yourse,

)
<

22

Community on familiar subjects

:S.b

Your favorite phrase Your fashion taste
[E!ﬁ!ﬁﬂﬂ.ﬂmm% — What is your favorite phrase? I AZa=Fq m’r##’l?ﬁﬂw J
My best phrass . q ROBREA =
Where did you encounter it? T =AX
Kty . —
- F009807 1138 DO09:29 Were you encouraged or comforted by it? ESo-s SRR RTOR STis4E

BT -, Or, did it make you think more deeply?
PLEMENE. HEBE, . BRI > =AM TUET. i
TrI ! Share stories about the phrase. a1

. oo PHE-AVNTTLY
CHEENEE D8 Explain the meaning if necessary. ML
EBosrsnbRbarRET. « HeTL
MRS EaTARANEE s TLE AN P T g SR
KRERATCHERETT,

LihE TS o I L T ()
LS S A L A A

My best phrase is
“Where there is a wil, W ha
there s 2 wary.®
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* The points you are particular about

* Occasions when you wear this kind of clothing

Access This Page! »



