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Aika
I (Shodo Club, Kawaguchi High School, Saitama prefecture)
| really love shodo—the practice of Japanese calligraphy done with a brush— YEHLE
and have been taking lessons since | was in third grade. | want everyone to ) I = l-‘l' e
y know how much fun it is and how fascinating it can be. - k g h$
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Culture and People of Japan

Sharing the Fun and Fascination of Shodo

At the private shodo lessons | saw a work done by a member of the Kawaguchi High School Shodo Club in an album
of works done at “Sho no Koshien,” an international high school shodo competition. Until then | had thought of
shodo as something to be done faithfully, as close to orthodox brushwork as possible. But this work was completely
different. Its powerful lines and dynamic strokes completely changed my image of shodo. | decided that | really
wanted to join the shodo club to which that student belonged, so | entered Kawaguchi High School.
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My nickname is “Saya.” My hobby
is reading manga. | go to the book-
store once a month and buy girls’
comics that look interesting or
books or magazines. Also, | like lis-
tening to music.

« BIZLIEZ AN/ Me in a Nutshell
« BWIcH / Growing Up

- ®I%45E / High School Life

< fF3kIcDLT /My Future
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ICREACHFEENET, HL, B HAZEPDE « Rk - R72% / Family and Friends
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Avre you for or against using disposable chopsticks?
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Culture and People of Japan

Wb EFbEy s

Sharing the Fun and Fascination of Shodo

TEHCTHLVWESER

Calligraphy in Daily Life

Private Lessons

shuji or shodo lessons...

Among elementary school students shuji is the
fourth most popular private lesson (naraigoto

’ F T L), after music, English, and sports like

swimming. The number who continue to take

Breakdown of Private Lessons Taken by Tokyo Children
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Takarabako

[Japanese Culture and Daily Life] www.tjf.or.jp/takarabako/jcdl.htm
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Summer is the time for fireworks in Japan and grand
displays are put on all over the country. (snip) Young
Japanese women in their teens and early twenties like to
wear the traditional yukata, an unlined cotton summer
kimono, when they go to watch a fireworks display.
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