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Meet Kojiro
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In 2001, TJF produced the Deai resource, which is
designed to introduce the personalities and daily lives of
seven real Japanese high school students through photo-
graphs and text. “Meeting People” takes up one of the
seven students each issue, turning the focus toward top-
ics of concern to the individual student and introducing
some of the photographs and text in Deai. In this way, we
hope to provide information useful for a better under-
standing of the seven students and the Deai project. We
will also offer, in conjunction with the Deai website
(http://lwww.tjf.or.jp/deai/), necessary explanatory mate-
rial, related resources and data, as well as ideas for class
activities. In this issue we take up Yoshida Kojiro, and
read his story to understand how he gained confidence in
himself in high school.
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Some say I'm quiet, but others probably think I'm quite talkative. Actually, | have both these sides.
Depending on the time and situation, | can be either aggressive or passive. (From Kojiro’s “My Story")
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Meeting People-1

For Teachers
Q Class objectives

1. To think about parents’ expectations.

When Kojiro started junior high school, he still
shut himself up at home. He really wanted his
parents to understand his position, having been
unable to live up to their expectations about the
path he should follow. When he started attending
the high school that he had chosen himself, he
realized that there are more paths than just the
one his parents had imagined for him. His
perspective on things was broadened and his
attitude grew more confident and positive. In this
issue, students read Kojiro’s My Story passage and
think about their own parents’ expectations, their
future, and their relationship with their parents.

2. To consider the balance between ganbari
(serious effort) and kutsurogi (relaxation) as it
relates to a person’s psychological growth and
stability.

Today Kojiro is self-confident and lively. It is the
balance between ganbari and kutsurogi that keeps
his life on an even keel. Students read Kojiro’s ac-
count of how he found confidence in himself after
entering high school, and think about the balance
between hard work and taking it easy.




Kojiro's View—There are any number
of paths one can follow

Moving

I'was born in the city of Nagasaki, Nagasaki prefecture.”
When [ was in third grade, my father was transferred by
his company to a job in Himeji, Hyogo prefecture.” This
was a traumatic experience for me. It may be an exag-
geration to say that Nagasaki and Himeji are two dif-
ferent cultures, but there were certainly a lot of things I
wasn'’t used to. First, the language was different and I
felt a gap between myself and the people of Himeji. The
environment we lived in was also completely new. In
Nagasaki, our house had been surrounded by orange
orchards, so after I got home from school, I would just
go out looking for bugs and play in the woods and
fields. Although there were parks around our house in
Himeji, not many children played outside. Usually they
gathered at someone’s house to play video games.

While I found the new environment bewildering, my
classmates would tell me “you talk funny,” and they
were quick to criticize my weaknesses. I found the mean
things they said and did very painful. Not only that,
having to be with other people all the time was very
confining and depressing. In Nagasaki, I had been an
equal among my peers, but in Himeji, I felt as if [ were
somehow on a lower level than my classmates and left
out of their circle.

In October of the year we moved to Himeji, I fell
from high recreational equipment during a school out-
ing, broke my left arm, and had to be hospitalized for
two or three weeks. When I was well enough to go back
to school, it was arranged that I would study in the
school infirmary instead of the regular classroom. Dur-
ing that time I often talked to the school nurse, who lis-
tened to me patiently and was very kind. Then, when
fourth grade started, the school nurse was transferred
to another school. I couldn’t go to the infirmary any
more and I didn’t want to go to school, so I shut myself
up at home. My parents worried about me and did their
best to take me on outings, to the ocean or to the rivers
to fish. During the summer holidays we went on ex-
tended vacations and in the winter we went to the
Shinshu area, where I got my first experience skiing.

During that period, I found the pets I kept a big com-
fort. I had a turtle, two cats, and a dog. My menagerie
now, by the way, consists of four turtles, three cats, two
dogs, and four birds. Along with animals, I also like
plants, and I've learned a lot of plant names. I like tak-
ing care of plants and often stop by the local garden shop
to buy a new potted plant or two.

When I started junior high school, the students in
my classes were all different from before, but I still
couldn’t get over my reluctance to go to school, and I
still had trouble fitting in with the other students. Rela-
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tions with my family members were not so good. For a
while, I hardly talked to my parents, big brother, or
younger sister. I ate about once a day, but that was all.
I spent most of my days reading books that happened
to be around the house. I shut myself up in my room
and didn’t see anyone.

Around that time I began to sense my parents’ ex-
pectation that I would excel, following the model path
of getting into a top high school and a university, and
then going on to a white-collar career at a good com-
pany. I wasn't able to live up to their expectations about
the path I should follow, and I really wanted them to
understand my position. I didn’t say that to them right
out, however. I didn’t think saying it would do anything
to resolve the situation. Defiantly, I thought it didnt
matter what happened to me. And yet, at the same
time, a desire began to grow very gradually in me to
lead a normal life and go to school like everyone else.

A Turning Point

Finally, I reached the turning point. In October of my
third year in junior high, I went to school after a long
absence. During English class, the teacher began to tell
us about three private high schools located in the pre-
fecture. One of them was Ichikawa High School. In
Himeji some people don't have a good image of private
schools: there is tendency to think of them as the places
where students go whose grades and test scores are not
good enough to get into the public schools. However,
listening to the teacher’s explanation, I began to think
that maybe private schools might have strong points not
found in public schools. I knew that a person like my-
self, with a poor class attendance record in junior high
school, would be at a serious disadvantage applying to
a public high school, which invariably stresses regular
school attendance and class performance.

Ichikawa High School had a system under which
they would accept a certain number of students recom-
mended ™ by my school. If I could fit the requirements
to be recommended, I had a chance of being admitted
to Ichikawa even if my naishinsho (WH1# confidential
school report on the student’s grades and conduct)™
was not that favorable. When I realized that possibility,
I began to feel a ray of light was shining my way. I
thought to myself that this might be my last chance to
get on track to a normal education. I went to my teacher
right away and told him that I wanted to be considered
for a recommendation to Ichikawa High School. The
teacher understood my desire very well, and set down
the condition I would have to fulfill:  had to start com-
ing to school regularly, starting the next day.

When I did start commuting to school, I found my
classmates friendly and encouraging. My homeroom
teacher also cheered me on, and I convinced myself that
“all I have to do is just do it” and I started commuting
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regularly to school and even attended extra classes at
juku (Jj cram school). It all paid off, and I was accepted.
My parents were really happy—as was [—when  man-
aged to get into the high school I had chosen myself.

Entering Ichikawa High School
When [ started attending Ichikawa High School, I tried
my best to act cheerful and friendly so as not to create a
bad first impression. I was also determined not to be
bullied and made fun of, like I had been in my previous
schools. I'joined the kyudo GE Japanese archery) club
and made a lot of friends. I also discovered the challenge
of setting a goal for myself and working hard toward that
goal. For example, when the kanji proficiency test was
to be held two months later, I decided to take it and
studied hard to see how good a score I could get. I
worked hard and achieved my goal. Then I set myself
another target to strive for. For the first time I began to
feel that I was getting through school on my own efforts.
I also realized that there are any number of paths

Notes

one can follow. The students who graduate from
Ichikawa choose a variety of different career paths.
Some go to work right after graduating, others go to vo-
cational or technical school,” and others go to univer-
sity. I realized that there are more paths than just the
one my parents had imagined for me. My perspective
on things was broadened and my attitude grew more
confident and positive. So far, I have never been late for
school or missed a single day.

When I was in second year of high school, my
mother told me: “We would be happy if you could get
into a good school and find a job in a good company.”
What she said confirmed what I had thought back in ju-
nior high school, but since I had already set myself the
goal of becoming a veterinarian, I wasn’t upset. Rather,
I realized that it’s perfectly natural for parents to have
certain expectations of their children and that it would
actually be rather sad if they had no expectations of you
at all. I began to understand that I had actually been very
fortunate that my parents had high expectations of me.
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*1 Nagasaki J% It

Located in northwestern Kyushu. The prefecture is composed of four
hilly peninsulas and many offshore islands. Historically, it played an
important role as a channel through which cultures from abroad en-
tered Japan. During the centuries under the national policy of seclu-
sion in the Edo period (1603-1867), Nagasaki was Japan’s only
window on the Western world. Its main industries are manufactur-
ing and fishing as well as tourism. Pop.: approx. 1,507,000 (2002).

*2 Hyogo Uff Jifi

Located in western Honshu and bordered by Kyoto and Osaka pre-
fectures to the east, it was the location of the Himeji domain during
the Edo period. From the time of the Meiji Restoration (the estab-
lishment of a new government in Tokyo in 1868), an industrial zone
emerged along the coast. The port of Kobe, opened in 1867, was a

Nagasaki

Japan

Discussion Points

RO EESBIFEHBH
How to handle parental expectations

When Kojiro started junior high school, he still shut
himself up at home. He sensed his parents” expectation
that he would excel, following the model path of get-
ting into a top high school and a university, and then
going on to a white-collar career at a good company.
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driving force of Japan’s modernization. Pop.: approx. 5,578,000
(2002). Himeji is a city in southern Hyogo prefecture and is noted
for Himeji Castle, completed in 1610. Major industries are electrical
machines, food processing, steel, and oil refining.

T AW I DS
*3 Suisen nyugaku {5 A ¥
System for screening applicants for entrance to high school based
on recommendation rather than performance on an entrance ex-
amination. The criteria of evaluation are a letter from the student’s
junior high school principal, confidential school report on the stu-
dent’s grades and conduct, interview, short essay, and achievements
in extracurricular activities such as sports and club activities.
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*4 Naishinsho W H &

Confidential record of school performance and conduct during ju-
nior high school that is submitted to high schools to which a stu-
dent applies for admission. It records grades, data on attitudes and
conduct, and achievements in extracurricular activities. Admittance
to high school is usually determined on the basis of written exami-
nation scores and the content of the naishinsho.

A Bio 23

*5 Senmon gakko 47 B

Educational institutions that respond to the needs of society by pro-
viding training in practical skills and specialized technologies. The
requirement of admission is graduation from high school. There are
senmon gakko for training as a beautician, in computer skills, language,
social work, nursing and other paramedical care, dressmaking, and
many other specialties.

He really wanted them to understand that he was un-
able to live up to their expectations about the path he
should follow. He didn’t think telling them so would do
anything to resolve the situation, however. When he
started attending high school, he realized that there are
any number of paths one can follow; there were more
paths than just what his parents had imagined for him.
His perspective on things was broadened and his atti-
tude grew more confident and positive.
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Are you aware of your parents” expectations of you?
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Have you ever felt like you've diverged from the path
your parents expect you to follow?
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How would you deal with a situation in which your
goals in life differ from the path your parents expect you
to follow.
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How has Kojiro’s relationship with his mother changed
in comparison with when he was in junior high school?

Kojiro’s mother was really happy
when Kojiro managed to get
into the high school he had cho-
sen himself. When Kojiro was in
second year of high school, she
told him that his parents had
thought it would be a happy life
for him if he could get into a
good school and find a job in a
good company.

Class Ideas

ThAlED ETKDBE(UFYIR),
Ganbari and kutsurogi

1. Re-examine the My Story text, photo sheets, and
photo captions in the text booklet or on the Deai
website (http://www.tjf.or.jp/deai/) for Yoshida Kojiro
from the standpoint of ganbari (serious effort) and
kutsurogi (relaxation). Read the captions listed below
and sort them into either A or B.

A THAIED, Ganbari

Goals that Kojiro has set for himself and worked hard
to achieve:

Things that Kojiro is working hard at now:

B K23, Kutsurogi
Things that comforted Kojiro when things were tough:
Times that Kojiro sets aside for relaxation:

2. Have students introduce a personal experience in
which they gained greater confidence by setting
themselves a goal and working toward it. Students
should also think about what it was that supported
their ability to work hard toward that goal at the time
and what they did for relaxation.
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Discussion Points/Class Ideas by Fujimitsu Yuko, Japanese Language Advisor,
Japan Foundation Manila Office in the Philippines, Former Japanese
Language Advisor of The Japan Foundation; Aukland ACENZ in New Zealand
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