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Meeting

Meet Taka

Over the past year, TJF produced the Deai resource,
which is designed to introduce the personalities and daily
lives of seven real Japanese high school students through
photographs and text. “Meeting People” takes up one of
the seven students each issue, turning the focus toward
topics of concern to the individual student and introduc-
ing some of the photographs and text in Deai. In this way,
we hope to provide information useful for a better under-
standing of the seven students and the Deai project. We
will also offer, in conjunction with the Deai website
(http://lwww.tjf.or.jp/deai/), necessary explanatory mate-
rial, related resources and data, as well as ideas for class
activities. In this issue we take up Yamamoto Takayuki
and his encounter with football, and help students look
back on an unforgettable encounter in their own lives.
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My encounter with football during elementary school changed the course of my life.

(From Taka's My Story)
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“When I look back,” says Taka, “it seems all my
memories of high school involve football.” Both the
hardest and happiest moments of his life seem to
have revolved around the game of football. He
declares that the encounter with American football
in elementary school changed the course of his life.
The elementary school he attended, which had spe-
cial classes for the hearing impaired, had its own
football team, and Taka remarks of his encounter

Class Objective: Looking back on an unforgettable encounter in one’s life

with football: “If I'd had normal hearing and gone to
the elementary school near my home, I might never
have discovered football. Football is a really impor-
tant part of my life. In that respect, I'm even sort of
glad that I have a hearing disability.” In this issue we
will read Taka’s own description of his encounter
with American football and suggest some activities
for looking back on an unforgettable encounter in
one’s own life.
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Class Ideas

Part 1: Meeting Taka—An Activity

“A Virtual Interview with Taka: E-mail Exchange
by Mobile Phone!”

Let’s exchange e-mail with Taka and ask him to tell us more
about “the most unforgettable encounter in your life.”
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Procedure

1) Put students in pairs and pass out to each pair either
the “E-mail Exchange Samples” (see pp. 10-11) or
Taka’s My Story passage (http://www.tjf.or.jp/deai/
contents/chart/mystory/myst_yt.pdf).

2) Working in pairs (or groups), students should assume
either the role of Taka or that of his interlocutor and
write out an e-mail exchange.

Tips

“ We recommend having a worksheet on which stu-
dents can paste their messages and responses in the
order the conversation takes place to simulate a real e-
mail exchange. (If this activity is too difficult, try cutting
up the “E-mail Exchange Samples” and doing a match-
ing activity with the questions and replies, instead.)

% You might also consider incorporating an exchange
of self-introductions by e-mail, uses for kaomoji (smi-
leys; see the article on keitai, Japanese Culture Now, TJF
Newsletter No. 21 http://'www.tjf.or.jp/eng/ge/gel6keitai.
htm), free conversation, and other activities depending
on your students’ level. Or perhaps, reverse the activ-
ity after completing the first round of exchange and
have the students playing Taka interview their partners,
who should reply with information about themselves.

3) Each pair reads out its
e-mail exchange and
the entire class con-
firms the content of the
conversation. In the
process, students gain a
deeper understanding
of the significance of
Taka’s encounter with
football.

On a typical day
Taka exchanges

over fifty e-mail

by keitai (mobile
phone) with his

d football buddies
or friends in his

town.

Part 2: Looking Back on an Unforgettable Encounter
—Exercise Ideas

Idea 1:"bl=LOARTIHHD, “Things | Treasure”

Create a collage with the title ThrLoKBIb0, “Things
I Treasure.” Materials for the collage can include photos,
clippings from magazines and newspapers, illustrations,
etc. Students should write captions for their collages
according to the level of their Japanese.

* As an introduction, have students check the captions for photo sheet YT-
PO8 “Things | Treasure.”

YT-P08

[Left] hBZ«—:Among my trophies is one | won in third year of
junior high, when | was chosen MVP of the Kyoto regional league.
This trophy gave me the courage to go on playing football with
confidence in high school. It's my most cherished possession. [Top
center] PATZYNEFICH5 >/ Y~ ' These are autographs | got
from some of the professional football players | admire. My par-
ticular favorites are Sato Noriyuki of the Kajima Deers and Dion
Sanders of the Washington Redskins (in the American NFL)—they
both play cornerback (defensive back), the same position as | do.
[Bottom center] X7 vhdD4 —L My video games are almost
all about American football. [Top right] RIR—Y DT> 7 When
it comes to manga comics and video games, most of the ones |
like are sport-related.

Idea 2: KEIBRTHWNMDWT “An Unforgettable
Encounter”

Following the pattern below, have students complete the
sentences using information about themselves and write
the sentences on note cards. As a class, have the students
interview each other using the note cards they prepared.

Q1 (About something treasured): OO AD K bDI
T“g‘b)O

brLAZDNET, LT R A bDIROOTT,
OOLTH->T, bl NEIREDYELL,

Q2 (Looking back on changes brought about by an
encounter): &A% 591 SEbhEL Fh,

O0LTH) - ZIFLDHBHiIE. .
OOLTH>T - 2IFLD TS, o

Discussion Points

Have you ever found that you naturally acquired the
ability to do something thanks to friendship? Discuss
your experiences with your classmates.
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When he was in preschool, Taka used to cry because of the

strict pronunciation practice he had to do. But then he
found American football at his elementary school, which had
special classes for the hearing impaired. He says that in high
school, thanks to the friendships he had made with his football
teammates, he became pretty comfortable communicating with
others. He picked up the Kansai dialect after he started playing
football and talking more with his friends.
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Interviewer
(/] Tl H

WO PAXTYRZFUHTc AT
Ih%

4
When did you start playing American
football?

Interviewer

xTil

ESLT PATYRZIFU ST
AT D%

Why did you start playing football?

Interviewer

x‘ﬂl| ﬂ
AA Tl 305D 2|
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Does the average Japanese elementary
school have a football team?

Interviewer

;ﬂl' i |
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Well, | guess you were lucky to enter
the elementary school you did, weren't
you?

Taka
/(] x Tl H

L&sbio 235 B

NER3EEDEETT,
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| started playing football when | was in
grade three.
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| used to watch the older kids at prac-

tice and think how cool they were, and
then | joined the team myself.

x1l

WNZ, PXTYISTEBIN
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No, it is rare among Japanese elemen-
tary schools to have a football team.
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Yes, | really think so. My encounter with
football during elementary school
changed the course of my life.

) E-mail Exchange Samples

X

Interviewer
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Why did you decide to go to that ele-
mentary school?

Interviewer

x‘17||| a
FATYNETH SR LR EC
SENZE, EARECEINED
STeATI DY

How have you changed since you took
up football?

Taka
/(] x Tl H

BhEES

HEBD I ZAN B HE5T
3-0

Because it had a special class for hearing-
impaired students.

xTl

feERIE. FATUNEELS
2HilE. HEOENTEE LA
Tlzo RUHTHSE, I3
AT ya AR TERL
SicthE LTz,
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For instance, | wasn't much of a talker
before | took up football. After | started
playing football | became pretty com-
fortable communicating with others.

lw o

Interviewer
L //] xYol I
Zhid, ESLTTLLS?

Why do you suppose that is?

Interviewer

xTl 0

FRAIYRERCHIMSE
ZlccED. WBWBH DA
T,

You seem to have learned a lot by taking
up football.

xTl

F—LA—hEDEB ST, K
T | ST (RN
BE WBWBESTENTE
7':73\5'6‘3_0
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That's because I've learned various
things through interacting with my
teammates, such as how to get along
with friends and what to say in various
situations.

;ﬂl' ﬂ
25Td, INPTiE, BB
DIENSTATYNDELS

CEELEEHITESVEL
72:0
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Yeah. The head coach in my elementary
school taught me both the joys and the
rigors of the game.

10
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Interviewer

/] x Tl H

EE IR TTT D

Was football practice tough?

Interviewer

(/] xYal @

EFESTI N,

How is your life in high school?

Interviewer

L//] x1l H

EABERTT D,

What kind of high school is it?

Interviewer

/7] xY.| H
F—ADREFESTT

How is your football team’s record?

Discussion Points/Class Ideas by Fujimitsu Yuko, Japanese Language Advisor, The Japan
Foundation Manila Office in the Philippines, Former Japanese Language Advisor of The

Japan Foundation; Aukland ACENZ in New Zealand

Taka
/] x Tl H

FEBEU D oI TT ks Th,
AR—YEERICP25EE

15, 1o RELWE T TR
BUEBLET,
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It was tough. | think that if you're seri-
ous about playing a sport, there's
more to it than just having a good
time.

xYal
BT, FoL7ATvhF

H0 A2
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In high school, my life has pretty much
centered around football.

xTl
ZAR—YA—ADH ST FAT

YRDBNEE T, N
BEDEENS, T35S
F—LTPATINERSTH
FenE B S TNEL T,
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It has a course for sports majors and a
strong football team. Since | was in
sixth grade, it has been my dream to
play on such a strong team.

xY|

BHELEL, FLcRED
BWHTY,

We won the national championships in
my second and third years of high
school. To me these are precious mem-
ories.

Interviewer

x Tl H

ZnlEIcncd, b
MofecL&>,

That's fantastic! | bet you were pretty
happy about it.

Interviewer

xTil

WEFALPUM DTz &leD
WT EVWTELWTI DY,

May | ask what your most regrettable
moment was?

Interviewer

L/} xTl

BESAM, 3, TLA
ROy EESPoTHB
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How do you understand your team-
mates’ directions during play?

Interviewer

xY| 0

BRSE & AU MR AN
TH,

It sounds like you've got some good
friends.

Taka
/(] x Tl H

Lxcp NETVBIZASH
Ui ofecEzeTd, WhiE
APUN T T EHTATY
rpzETTHN
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It was the happiest moment of my life.
But in football I've also had some of the
bitterest moments of my life.

x‘ﬂ” a
KEBRE i, F<TFY
D PHDERATUI, 1E
Ucfsz BB A>T D
T, 20l HEDF—
LIEEAADEL,
2. »

There was one time, at an important
game, | was the only one who didn‘t
understand the sign. Things were hap-
pening so fast that there was no time
to tell me, and the other team scored.

xTl

F—LXARDIFLDI I,
ﬁ;;{’fv—’éﬁﬂ:b‘%y
HZZT<NEL,
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My teammates have thought up block
signs (gestures) for me.

;ﬂl' ﬂ
BABDEDF T, FAT Y
EPSTWTEBZEFIFEA

EBHDFRATU

Thanks to them, I've almost never felt
handicapped while playing football.
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